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In The Political Power of Bad Ideas, Mark Schrad uses one of the greatest oddities of modern history--the
broad diffusion throughout the Western world of alcohol-control legislation in the early twentieth century--to
make a powerful argument about how bad policy ideas achieve international success. His could an idea that
was widely recognized by experts as bad before adoption, and which ultimately failed everywhere, come to
be adopted throughout the world? To answer the question, Schrad utilizes an institutionalist approach and
focuses in particular on the United States, Sweden, and Russia/the USSR.

Conventional wisdom, based largely on the U.S. experience, blames evangelical zealots for the success of the
temperance movement. Yet as Schrad shows, ten countries, along with numerous colonial possessions,
enacted prohibition laws. In virtually every case, the consequences were disastrous, and in every country the
law was ultimately repealed. Schrad concentrates on the dynamic interaction of ideas and political
institutions, tracing the process through which concepts of dubious merit gain momentum and achieve
credibility as they wend their way through institutional structures. He also shows that national policy and
institutional environments count: the policy may have been broadly adopted, but countries dealt with the
issue in different ways.

While The Political Power of Bad Ideas focuses on one legendary episode, its argument about how and why
bad policies achieve legitimacy applies far more broadly. It also extends beyond the simplistic notion that
"ideas matter" to show how they influence institutional contexts and interact with a nation's political actors,
institutions, and policy dynamics.
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From reader reviews:

Marlin Peterson:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Political Power of
Bad Ideas: Networks, Institutions, and the Global Prohibition Wave. All type of book are you able to see on
many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Carl Vang:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The Political Power of Bad Ideas: Networks, Institutions, and the Global
Prohibition Wave book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info
here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want
to give to you. The writer regarding The Political Power of Bad Ideas: Networks, Institutions, and the Global
Prohibition Wave content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking The
Political Power of Bad Ideas: Networks, Institutions, and the Global Prohibition Wave is not loveable to be
your top listing reading book?

Johnny Grady:

The book with title The Political Power of Bad Ideas: Networks, Institutions, and the Global Prohibition
Wave has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This
particular book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the
world right now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring
you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read
it anywhere you want.

Chuck Bryson:

Beside this The Political Power of Bad Ideas: Networks, Institutions, and the Global Prohibition Wave in
your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people
live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Political Power of Bad Ideas: Networks, Institutions, and
the Global Prohibition Wave because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have
this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from now!
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