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A definitive account of the American experience in Afghanistan from the rise of the Taliban to the
depths of the insurgency.

After the swift defeat of the Taliban in 2001, American optimism has steadily evaporated in the face of
mounting violence; a new “war of a thousand cuts” has now brought the country to its knees. In the
Graveyard of Empires is a political history of Afghanistan in the “Age of Terror” from 2001 to 2009,
exploring the fundamental tragedy of America’s longest war since Vietnam.

After a brief survey of the great empires in Afghanistan?the campaigns of Alexander the Great, the British in
the era of Kipling, and the late Soviet Union?Seth G. Jones examines the central question of our own war:
how did an insurgency develop? Following the September 11 attacks, the United States successfully
overthrew the Taliban regime. It established security throughout the country?killing, capturing, or scattering
most of al Qa’ida’s senior operatives?and Afghanistan finally began to emerge from more than two decades
of struggle and conflict. But Jones argues that as early as 2001 planning for the Iraq War siphoned off
resources and talented personnel, undermining the gains that had been made. After eight years, he says, the
United States has managed to push al Qa’ida’s headquarters about one hundred miles across the border into
Pakistan, the distance from New York to Philadelphia.

While observing the tense and often adversarial relationship between NATO allies in the Coalition,
Jones?who has distinguished himself at RAND and was recently named by Esquire as one of the “Best and
Brightest” young policy experts?introduces us to key figures on both sides of the war. Harnessing important
new research and integrating thousands of declassified government documents, Jones then analyzes the
insurgency from a historical and structural point of view, showing how a rising drug trade, poor security
forces, and pervasive corruption undermined the Karzai government, while Americans abandoned a
successful strategy, failed to provide the necessary support, and allowed a growing sanctuary for insurgents
in Pakistan to catalyze the Taliban resurgence.

Examining what has worked thus far?and what has not?this serious and important book underscores the
challenges we face in stabilizing the country and explains where we went wrong and what we must do if the
United States is to avoid the disastrous fate that has befallen many of the great world powers to enter the
region. 12 maps and charts
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From reader reviews:

Eloisa Hurd:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind
of publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want
sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual In the
Graveyard of Empires: America's War in Afghanistan is kind of publication which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Iris Wright:

The e-book with title In the Graveyard of Empires: America's War in Afghanistan contains a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book
will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can
read it anywhere you want.

Colby Tapia:

Beside that In the Graveyard of Empires: America's War in Afghanistan in your phone, it could possibly give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to
got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It
is good thing to have In the Graveyard of Empires: America's War in Afghanistan because this book offers
for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh
come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable,
just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from
currently!

Steve Pinson:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By book In
the Graveyard of Empires: America's War in Afghanistan we can have more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate
with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book In the Graveyard of Empires: America's War
in Afghanistan. You can more pleasing than now.
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