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Masculinity without men. In Female Masculinity Judith Halberstam takes aim at the protected status of male
masculinity and shows that female masculinity has offered a distinct alternative to it for well over two
hundred years. Providing the first full-length study on this subject, Halberstam catalogs the diversity of
gender expressions among masculine women from nineteenth-century pre-lesbian practices to contemporary
drag king performances.
Through detailed textual readings as well as empirical research, Halberstam uncovers a hidden history of
female masculinities while arguing for a more nuanced understanding of gender categories that would
incorporate rather than pathologize them. She rereads Anne Lister’s diaries and Radclyffe Hall’s The Well of
Loneliness as foundational assertions of female masculine identity. She considers the enigma of the stone
butch and the politics surrounding butch/femme roles within lesbian communities. She also explores issues
of transsexuality among “transgender dykes”—lesbians who pass as men—and female-to-male transsexuals
who may find the label of “lesbian” a temporary refuge. Halberstam also tackles such topics as women and
boxing, butches in Hollywood and independent cinema, and the phenomenon of male impersonators.
Female Masculinity signals a new understanding of masculine behaviors and identities, and a new direction
in interdisciplinary queer scholarship. Illustrated with nearly forty photographs, including portraits, film
stills, and drag king performance shots, this book provides an extensive record of the wide range of female
masculinities. And as Halberstam clearly demonstrates, female masculinity is not some bad imitation of
virility, but a lively and dramatic staging of hybrid and minority genders.
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From reader reviews:

Fernando Levering:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Female Masculinity. Try to make the book Female
Masculinity as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside those of
course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Shawn Farr:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Female
Masculinity book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Shelly Gomes:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read will be Female Masculinity.

Amado Spieker:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled Female
Masculinity the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not
known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then
become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The Female
Masculinity giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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