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Friends broaden our children’s horizons, share their joys and secrets, and accompany them on their journeys
into ever wider worlds. But friends can also gossip and betray, tease and exclude. Children can cause untold
suffering, not only for their peers but for parents as well. In this wise and insightful book, psychologist
Michael Thompson, Ph.D., and children’s book author Catherine O’Neill Grace, illuminate the crucial and
often hidden role that friendship plays in the lives of children from birth through adolescence.

Drawing on fascinating new research as well as their own extensive experience in schools, Thompson and
Grace demonstrate that children’s friendships begin early–in infancy–and run exceptionally deep in intensity
and loyalty. As children grow, their friendships become more complex and layered but also more
emotionally fraught, marked by both extraordinary intimacy and bewildering cruelty. As parents, we watch,
and often live through vicariously, the tumult that our children experience as they encounter the “cool”
crowd, shifting alliances, bullies, and disloyal best friends.

Best Friends, Worst Enemies brings to life the drama of childhood relationships, guiding parents to a deeper
understanding of the motives and meanings of social behavior. Here you will find penetrating discussions of
the difference between friendship and popularity, how boys and girls deal in unique ways with intimacy and
commitment, whether all kids need a best friend, why cliques form and what you can do about them.

Filled with anecdotes that ring amazingly true to life, Best Friends, Worst Enemies probes the magic and the
heartbreak that all children experience with their friends. Parents, teachers, counselors–indeed anyone who
cares about children–will find this an eye-opening and wonderfully affirming book.
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Baker:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Best Friends, Worst Enemies: Understanding the Social
Lives of Children. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how
is important a book Best Friends, Worst Enemies: Understanding the Social Lives of Children. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can
open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel
bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Sheila Gallagher:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question since just their
can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on guardería until university need this kind of Best Friends, Worst Enemies: Understanding the
Social Lives of Children to read.

Anna Sanders:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Best Friends, Worst
Enemies: Understanding the Social Lives of Children which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's view.

Beth French:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This guide Best Friends, Worst Enemies: Understanding the Social Lives
of Children was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to
get book which you wanted.
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