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During the last centuries of the Roman Empire, the prevailing ideal of feminine virtue was radically
transformed: the pure but fertile heroines of Greek and Roman romance were replaced by a Christian heroine
who ardently refused the marriage bed. How this new concept and figure of purity is connected with--indeed,
how it abetted--social and religious change is the subject of Kate Cooper's lively book.

The Romans saw marital concord as a symbol of social unity--one that was important to maintaining the
vigor and political harmony of the empire itself. This is nowhere more clear than in the ancient novel, where
the mutual desire of hero and heroine is directed toward marriage and social renewal. But early Christian
romance subverted the main outline of the story: now the heroine abandons her marriage partner for an
otherworldly union with a Christian holy man. Cooper traces the reception of this new ascetic literature
across the Roman world. How did the ruling classes respond to the Christian claim to moral superiority,
represented by the new ideal of sexual purity? How did women themselves react to the challenge to their
traditional role as matrons and matriarchs? In addressing these questions, Cooper gives us a vivid picture of
dramatically changing ideas about sexuality, family, and morality--a cultural revolution with far-reaching
implications for religion and politics, women and men.

The Virgin and the Bride offers a new look at central aspects of the Christianization of the Roman world, and
an engaging discussion of the rhetoric of gender and the social meaning of idealized womanhood.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Davis:

This The Virgin and the Bride: Idealized Womanhood in Late Antiquity usually are reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Virgin and the Bride: Idealized
Womanhood in Late Antiquity can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more
than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Virgin and the Bride: Idealized Womanhood in Late Antiquity
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Heidi Fritz:

The book with title The Virgin and the Bride: Idealized Womanhood in Late Antiquity has a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of
the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Donald Sigman:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lot of stress
from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time
coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read is actually The
Virgin and the Bride: Idealized Womanhood in Late Antiquity.

Suzanne Palmer:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This The Virgin and the Bride: Idealized
Womanhood in Late Antiquity is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with
soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It
is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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