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Best known in recent history for Lady Diana Spencer, who became the Princess of Wales when she married
Prince Charles in 1981, the Spencer family has had close ties to English royalty for at least 500 years.
Indeed, Diana's grandfather claimed that "the word Spencer derives from the Norman word for Steward, or
Head of Household: 'Despenser,'" and that their ancestor was steward to the household of William the
Conqueror in 1066. While historians have debated both sides of this particular family legend, it is
indisputable that from the early 16th century Diana's forebears had moved beyond their origins as sheep
farmers to forge intimate connections with the English court.

In addition to generations of Spencer barons, earls, and dukes, there were politicians and poets, courtiers and
clerics, soldiers and scoundrels. There was an earlier Lady Diana Spencer, who nearly married the Prince of
Wales in 1730 and who, like the modern Diana, died tragically young. Sir Winston Churchill was a Spencer;
for generations his family name was hyphenated as Spencer-Churchill. The history of the family is alive with
many other fascinating characters: from Henry Spencer, who gave Charles I the astonishing sum of £10,000
on the eve of the Civil War; through the scandalous society beauty Georgiana Devonshire, daughter of the
first Countess Spencer, who sold her kisses for votes in favor of Charles James Fox; to George John, the
Second Earl, owner of the greatest private library in Europe and patron of Horatio Nelson.

In many ways the story of the Spencer family is really the story of England-or at least of the English
aristocracy. Using archives and documents previously unavailable and incorporating his personal
experiences of the family, Charles Spencer offers a fascinating, rich, and illuminating social history.
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From reader reviews:

Darron Hiller:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book The Spencers: A Personal History
of an English Family will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun.
Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with you?

Regina Wingler:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific The Spencers: A Personal
History of an English Family book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Richard Russell:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject The Spencers: A
Personal History of an English Family suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer in
this era. The actual book untitled The Spencers: A Personal History of an English Familyis the main one of
several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When
you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained
their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book
will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world
with this book.

Henry Jones:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The
Spencers: A Personal History of an English Family, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.
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