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The American fixation with marriage, so prevalent in today's debates over marriage for same-sex couples,
owes much of itsintensity to a small group of reformers who introduced Americans to marriage counseling
in the 1930s. Today, millions of couples seek help to save their marriages each year. Over the intervening
decades, marriage counseling has powerfully promoted the idea that successful marriages are essential to
both individuals' and the nation's well-being.

Rebecca Davis reveals how couples and counselors transformed the ideal of the perfect marriage as they
debated sexuality, childcare, mobility, wage earning, and autonomy, exposing both the fissures and
aspirations of American society. From the economic dislocations of the Great Depression, to more recent
debates over government-funded "Healthy Marriage" programs, counselors have responded to the shifting
needs and goals of American couples. Tensions among personal fulfillment, career aims, religious identity,
and socioeconomic status have coursed through the history of marriage and explain why the stakes in the
institution are so fraught for the couplesinvolved and for the communities to which they belong.

Americans care deeply about marriages?heir own and other people's?because they have made enormous
investments of time, money, and emotion to improve their own relationships and because they believe that
their personal decisions about whom to marry or whether to divorce extend far beyond themselves. This
intriguing book tells the uniquely American story of a culture gripped with the hope that, with enough effort
and the right guidance, more perfect marital unions are within our reach.
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From reader reviews:
Cecil Hardin:

The event that you get from More Perfect Unions: The American Search for Marital Blissis the more deep
you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to recognise but More Perfect Unions: The American Search for Marital Bliss
giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This
kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makesit easy to understand then can go
along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular More Perfect
Unions: The American Search for Marital Bliss instantly.

Paul Anderson:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book so.
There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new information.
When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
studying a book especialy fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this More
Perfect Unions: The American Search for Marital Bliss, you can tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Rick Fountain:

Reading a book to be new life stylein this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you read
abook you can get alots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself read afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The More Perfect Unions: The American Search for Marital Bliss offer you a new experience in reading
through a book.

Toby Lowry:

Asapupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their hobby.
They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful images on there. Y eah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach



Chinese's country. Therefore this More Perfect Unions. The American Search for Marital Bliss can make you
experience more interested to read.
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