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In the popular imagination, Calcutta is a packed and pestilential sprawl, made notorious by the Black Hole
and the works of Mother Teresa, Kipling called it a City of Dreadful Night, and a century later V.S. Naipaul,
Gunter Grass, and Louis Malle revived its hellish image. This is the place where the West first truly
encountered the East. Founded in the 1690s by East India Company merchants beside the Hugli River,
Calcutta grew into India's capital and the second city of the British Empire during the Raj. Named the City of
Palaces for its neoclassical mansions, Calcutta was also home to extraordinary Bengalis such as
Rabindranath Tagore, the first Asian Nobel laureate, and Satyajit Ray, among the geniuses of world cinema.
Above all, Calcutta (renamed Kolkata in 2001) is a city of extremes, where refinement rubs shoulders with
commercialism and political violence. Krishna Dutta explores these multiple paradoxes, giving personal
insight into Calcutta's unique history and modern identity as reflected in its architecture, literature, cinema,
and music.
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From reader reviews:

Victor Parisi:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Calcutta: A Cultural and
Literary History (Cities of the Imagination) book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Pedro Murray:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Calcutta: A Cultural and Literary
History (Cities of the Imagination) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as
this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Daphne Jones:

Calcutta: A Cultural and Literary History (Cities of the Imagination) can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Calcutta: A Cultural and
Literary History (Cities of the Imagination) however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information could
drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Sam Dickson:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to be
go through. Calcutta: A Cultural and Literary History (Cities of the Imagination) can be your answer given it
can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.
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