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A. C. Greene claimed he wrote his autobiographical A Personal Country “to find out, from one life in one
region, if all of us are not gifted from the soil whence we sprang, seeded by the people, and watered by the
times.”

Bert Almon suggests that Texas autobiography reveals as much about the state as it does the writer,
recording geography and history, and economic, social, and religious practices. A sense of place
distinguishes Texas autobiographical writing, for it springs from a state considered unique by its citizens and
the world in general. Texas’ history—migrations, war with Mexico, brief nationhood, slavery, Indian Wars,
the Civil War, the Mexican diaspora of the twentieth century—these all contribute to what Almon calls
Texas’ “exceptionalism.”

Early writers in this collection—Matthews, Lomax, Beasley, Dobie, Stillwell, and others—recall a traditional
Anglo Texas, a world of small towns, farms, and ranches. But these writers record, sometimes with
anticipation, the approach of the modern age. Dobie and J. Houghton Allen identify strongly with particular
spots of land, their “beloved land.” And Greene and McMurtry use region as a means of explaining
themselves.

The Anglo tradition presents a world of stalwart, independent, hard-working people, but not all the
memoirists in this volume recall that kind of family. Beasley, Owens, and Karr speak of dysfunctional
families that shaped a stubborn sense of self.

Other writers record a Texas outside the Anglo tradition—an urban, high-tech, multicultural society. Black
and Chicano writers are most aware of the Anglo tradition because they recall its prejudices. In seeking to
define themselves, and their cultural and racial heritage, their family stories become more important than the
landscape.

If we read autobiography unconsciously hoping to learn about the land, we read it deliberately to learn about
the writer. Autobiography is a storytelling process of self-discovery, a process of giving meaning to
remembered life. Some authors, like Karr, recreate the earlier self; others, like Humphrey, maintain the
difference between child and adult and interpret the child from the adult point of view.

Memoirs from multicultural authors or from someone like Karr, who shows little interest in the state itself,
may suggest that Texas exceptionalism is disappearing. Almon suggests that Texas is indeed moving ever
close to mainstream America, but there is, he says, enough exceptionalism to last a while. His lively and
insightful discussions of these authors reinforce that idea.

Includes discussions of: Sallie Reynolds Matthews, John A. Lomax, J. Frank Dobie, Gertrude Beasley,
Hallie Crawford Stillwell, Jewel Babb, C. C. White, Annie Mae Hunt, A. C. Greene, William Humphrey,
Larry McMurtry, Pat Mora, Gloria López-Stafford, Ray Gonzalez, Mary Karr and John Philip Santos.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Jenkins:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important normally. The book This Stubborn Self: Texas Autobiographies ended up
being making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The publication This Stubborn Self: Texas Autobiographies is not only giving you more
new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to
read your guide. Try to make relationship together with the book This Stubborn Self: Texas Autobiographies.
You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Peter Cox:

The knowledge that you get from This Stubborn Self: Texas Autobiographies could be the more deep you
looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to understand but This Stubborn Self: Texas Autobiographies giving you enjoyment
feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read
that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We recommend you for having this specific This Stubborn Self: Texas Autobiographies
instantly.

Hilda Dolan:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled This Stubborn Self: Texas Autobiographies can be fine
book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Roger Cooper:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known as of book
This Stubborn Self: Texas Autobiographies. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the
printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you
must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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