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Was Napoleon killed by the arsenic in his wallpaper? How did Rasputin survive cyanide poisoning? Which
chemicals in our environment pose the biggest threat to our health today? In The Elements of Murder, John
Emsley answers these questions and offers a fascinating account of five of the most toxic elements-arsenic,
antimony, lead, mercury, and thallium-describing their lethal chemical properties and highlighting their use
in some of the most famous murder cases in history.
In this exciting book, we meet a who's who of heartless murderers. Mary Ann Cotton, who used arsenic to
murder her mother, three husbands, a lover, eight of her own children, and seven step children; Michael
Swango, who may have killed as many as 60 of his patients and several of his colleagues during the 20 years
he practiced as a doctor and paramedic; and even Saddam Hussein, who used thallium sulfate to poison his
political rivals. Emsley also shows which toxic elements may have been behind the madness of King George
III, the delusions of Isaac Newton, and the strange death of King Charles II. In addition, the book examines
many modern day environmental catastrophes, including accidental mass poisonings from lead and arsenic,
and the Minamata Bay disaster in Japan.
Written by a leading science writer, famous for his knowledge of the elements and their curious and colorful
histories, The Elements of Murder offers an enticing combination of true crime tales and curious science that
adds up to an addictive read.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Whitney:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of various
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you
read this The Elements of Murder: A History of Poison, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Luciana Findley:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be learn. The Elements of Murder: A History of Poison can be your answer since it can be read by
you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Rocky Melvin:

The book untitled The Elements of Murder: A History of Poison contain a lot of information on this. The
writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The
author provides you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime.
In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and order it. Have a
nice go through.

Carl Terrell:

You will get this The Elements of Murder: A History of Poison by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of
this book are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the
modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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