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At the height of the Cold War in 1964, President Johnson announced a new aircraft dedicated to strategic
reconnaissance. The Lockheed SR-71 Blackbird spy plane flew more than three-and-a-half times the speed
of sound, so fast that no other aircraft could catch it. Above 80,000 fest, its pilots had to wear full-pressure
flight suits similar to what was used aboard the space shuttle. Developed by the renowned L ockheed Skunk
Works, the SR-71 was an awesome aircraft in every respect, and it took the world by storm.

The SR-71 wasin service with the U.S. Air Force from 1964 to 1998, when it was withdrawn from use,
superseded by satellite technology. Twelve of the thirty-two aircraft were destroyed in accidents, but none
were ever |ost to enemy action.

Throughout its thirty-four-year career, the SR-71 was the world' s fastest and highest-flying operational
manned aircraft. It set world records for atitude and speed: an absolute altitude record of 85,069 feet on July
28, 1974, and an absolute speed record of 2,193.2 miles per hour on the same day. On September 1, 1974, it
set a speed and time record over arecognized course between New Y ork and London (3,508 miles) of
1,435.587 miles per hour and an elapsed time of 1 hour, 54 minutes, 56.4 seconds.

SR-71 covers every aspect of the SR-71’s devel opment, manufacture, modification, and active service from
the insider’ s perspective of oneits pilots and is lavishly illustrated with more than 200 photos.
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From reader reviews:
Susan Roundy:

This SR-71: The Complete Illustrated History of the Blackbird, The World's Highest, Fastest Plane are
generally reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this
SR-71: The Complete Illustrated History of the Blackbird, The World's Highest, Fastest Plane can be one of
many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with
information that perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this SR-71: The
Complete Illustrated History of the Blackbird, The World's Highest, Fastest Plane forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know
it useful in your day pastime. So, let's haveit and revel in reading.

Zachary Kirkland:

The reserve with title SR-71: The Complete lllustrated History of the Blackbird, The World's Highest,
Fastest Plane posesses alot of information that you can study it. You can get alot of profit after read this
book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the
condition of the world currently. That isimportant to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This
specific book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. Y ou can read the e-book on your smart
phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Danidl England:

The actual book SR-71: The Complete Illustrated History of the Blackbird, The World's Highest, Fastest
Plane has alot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of advantage. The
book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book.
This particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Randolph Urban:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
yathink reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like SR-71: The Complete
Ilustrated History of the Blackbird, The World's Highest, Fastest Plane which is having the e-book version.
So, try out this book? Let's view.
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