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An animated first-time history of the visionaries--editors, authors, librarians, booksellers, and others--whose
passion for books has transformed American childhood and American culture

What should children read? As the preeminent children’s literature authority, Leonard S. Marcus, shows
incisively, that’s the three-hundred-year-old question that sparked the creation of a rambunctious children’s
book publishing scene in Colonial times. And it’s the urgent issue that went on to fuel the transformation of
twentieth-century children’s book publishing from a genteel backwater to big business.
Marcus delivers a provocative look at the fierce turf wars fought among pioneering editors, progressive
educators, and librarians--most of them women--throughout the twentieth century. His story of the
emergence and growth of the major publishing houses--and of the distinctive literature for the young they
shaped--gains extraordinary depth (and occasional dish) through the author’s path-finding research and in-
depth interviews with dozens of editors, artists, and other key publishing figures whose careers go back to
the 1930s, including Maurice Sendak, Ursula Nordstrom, Margaret K. McElderry, and Margret Rey.
From The New England Primer to The Cat in the Hat to Cormier’s The Chocolate War, Marcus offers a
richly informed, witty appraisal of the pivotal books that transformed children’s book publishing, and brings
alive the revealing synergy between books like these and the national mood of their times.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Densmore:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Minders of Make-Believe: Idealists, Entrepreneurs, and the Shaping
of American Children's Literature book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will
find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected with Minders of Make-Believe: Idealists,
Entrepreneurs, and the Shaping of American Children's Literature content conveys the idea easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by
means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Minders of Make-Believe: Idealists, Entrepreneurs, and the
Shaping of American Children's Literature is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

James Rodriguez:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of several
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Minders of Make-Believe: Idealists, Entrepreneurs, and the Shaping of American
Children's Literature, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

James Chapman:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or perhaps
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many
kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this Minders of Make-Believe:
Idealists, Entrepreneurs, and the Shaping of American Children's Literature.

Wesley Binns:

The book untitled Minders of Make-Believe: Idealists, Entrepreneurs, and the Shaping of American
Children's Literature contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The
language is very clear to see all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was



published by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read
this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as
order it. Have a nice study.
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