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The terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 reopened what many people in America had long assumed was a
settled ethical question: Is torture ever morally permissible? Within days, some began to suggest that, in
these new circumstances, the new answer was "yes." Rebecca Gordon argues that September 11 did not, as
some have said, "change everything," and that institutionalized state torture remains as wrong today as it was
on the day before those terrible attacks. Furthermore, U.S. practices during the "war on terror" are rooted in a
history that began long before September 11, a history that includes both support for torture regimes abroad
and the use of torture in American jails and prisons.

Gordon argues that the most common ethical approaches to torture-utilitarianism and deontology (ethics
based on adherence to duty)-do not provide sufficient theoretical purchase on the problem. Both approaches
treat torture as a series of isolated actions that arise in moments of extremity, rather than as an ongoing,
historically and socially embedded practice. She advocates instead a virtue ethics approach, based in part on
the work of Alasdair MacIntyre. Such an approach better illumines torture's ethical dimensions, taking into
account the implications of torture for human virtue and flourishing. An examination of torture's effect on
the four cardinal virtues-courage, temperance, justice, and prudence (or practical reason)-suggests specific
ways in which each of these are deformed in a society that countenances torture.

Mainstreaming Torture concludes with the observation that if the United States is to come to terms with its
involvement in institutionalized state torture, there must be a full and official accounting of what has been
done, and those responsible at the highest levels must be held accountable.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Musselwhite:

The book Mainstreaming Torture: Ethical Approaches in the Post-9/11 United States can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a
good thing like a book Mainstreaming Torture: Ethical Approaches in the Post-9/11 United States? Some of
you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for
that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Mainstreaming Torture: Ethical
Approaches in the Post-9/11 United States has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Carissa Taylor:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high. For yourself
who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Mainstreaming Torture: Ethical Approaches in
the Post-9/11 United States book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Dolores Young:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Mainstreaming Torture: Ethical Approaches in the Post-9/11 United States your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get just before. The Mainstreaming Torture: Ethical Approaches in the
Post-9/11 United States giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but also giving
you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Ian Bracy:

This Mainstreaming Torture: Ethical Approaches in the Post-9/11 United States is great guide for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have
to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can claim
no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it



only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Mainstreaming Torture: Ethical Approaches in the Post-9/11 United States in your hand like finding
the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world with
ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
hectic do you still doubt which?
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