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This monograph determined that the tactical and strategic experience of the Israeli Defense Force (IDF) since
1981 was relevant to the future operational environment of the U.S. Army. The IDF’s experiences are
relevant because the Israeli Army was similarly equipped and organized to the heavy units in the U.S. Army,
both then and now. Israel faced a similar full spectrum threat, and the IDF had to adapt to enemies who
switched to asymmetric methods in order to overcome Israel’s conventional military superiority. The IDF of
1981 paralleled the U.S. Army of the 2000 in many ways. It was a mechanized heavy force designed to
conduct operations against a Soviet armed and equipped enemy. It fought and defeated some of those
enemies decisively eight years previously. Beginning with the invasion of Lebanon (Operation “Peace for
Galilee”), the IDF discovered that there were no peer competitors willing to fight it on its own terms. The
nature of war changed for the IDF in sometimes unexpected ways, and it struggled to adapt to its changing
operational environment. The IDF operational environment became much more complicated, because while
it retained the old threats in the form of its Arab neighbors, it added sustained guerrilla war and civil
insurrection. This paper summarized the trends and characteristics of the U.S. Army’s Contemporary
Operational Environment (COE) and used them as the basis of comparison with the IDF operational
environment. IDF operations in Lebanon and the two Palestinian Intifadas represented the trends of the IDF
operational environment. All of the COE characteristics were present in the IDF operational environment in
some form. Nine of the fourteen COE characteristics were present in the IDF operational environment to a
significant degree. The comparison between the two operational environments was valid. Having determined
that the two operational environments were similar, the remainder of the paper analyzed how the well the
IDF adapted to its operational environment. The goal was to determine whether there were lessons relevant
to the U.S. Army as it undergoes Transformation. The IDF was at least partially successful adapting to seven
characteristics: asymmetry, constrained resources, force protection, information operations, rapidity,
homeland sanctuary, and complex and urban terrain. IDF adaptation to those seven characteristics had
implications from which it was possible to make recommendations about the course of Transformation. This
paper recommended that the U.S. Army pay particularly close attention to the way that the IDF adapted its
mechanized and armored units to survive in complex and urban terrain. The IDF’s operational environment
in Lebanon was so hostile that information superiority had negligible impact on force protection. Since
everyone was potentially a threat, successful enemy attacks were inevitable over time. Vehicle survivability
provided force protection, which in turn gave Israel’s political leadership policy options. The IDF experience
confirmed that homeland sanctuary is no longer possible, and that the effort must be joint and multi-agency.
The ability to adapt to the rapidity of the operational environment demanded real time intelligence. More
importantly, it required both the will and the authority at the proper levels to act on that intelligence while it
was still of value. The U.S. Army needs to incorporate asymmetry into its gunnery and tactical training. It
also needs to ensure that the opposing forces at the training centers be used to determine likely asymmetric
methods of attack against friendly forces and use them so that friendly units can determine countermeasures.
None of the findings of this 4 monograph were revolutionary or breathtaking. There were no IDF adaptations
that the U.S. Army could not improve upon, as long as it has the will to do so.
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From reader reviews:

Mellisa White:

The ability that you get from Eighteen Years in Lebanon and Two Intifadas - The Israeli Defense Force and
the U.S. Army Operational Environment will be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside
the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but
Eighteen Years in Lebanon and Two Intifadas - The Israeli Defense Force and the U.S. Army Operational
Environment giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that
can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of Eighteen
Years in Lebanon and Two Intifadas - The Israeli Defense Force and the U.S. Army Operational
Environment instantly.

Calvin Baker:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
every day to reading a reserve. The book Eighteen Years in Lebanon and Two Intifadas - The Israeli Defense
Force and the U.S. Army Operational Environment it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space
to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Rose Taylor:

The book untitled Eighteen Years in Lebanon and Two Intifadas - The Israeli Defense Force and the U.S.
Army Operational Environment contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with
easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to
read this. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works.
It is possible to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the
book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site
along with order it. Have a nice read.

Brandon Seymour:

Beside this Eighteen Years in Lebanon and Two Intifadas - The Israeli Defense Force and the U.S. Army
Operational Environment in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up



being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Eighteen Years in
Lebanon and Two Intifadas - The Israeli Defense Force and the U.S. Army Operational Environment
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you
don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand.
The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!
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