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On a spring day in 1774, in western Massachusetts' Berkshire County, Pamela Dwight and Theodore
Sedgwick were married. Theodore--destined to become one of the Federalist party's leaders in the U.S.
Congress in the 1790s and later an influential judge on Massachusetts' highest court--was almost twenty-
eight, and three years a widower. Pamela, not quite twenty-one, was marrying Theodore Sedgwick over the
clearly stated objections of her widowed mother. In the course of her thirty-three-year marriage to Theodore,
Pamela gave birth to ten children, seven of whom--four sons and three daughters--survived to adulthood. All
but one of them would marry. The courtships, engagements, and marriages of the sons and daughters of
Theodore and Pamela are the subject of this book.

Kenslea's richly researched account of Sedgwicks in and out of love comprises three parts. In Part 1, he
examines Theodore and Pamela's marriage, characterized by Theodore's long absences and Pamela's
depression and mental illness. He also looks at the courtships and marriages of their three oldest children,
Eliza, Frances, and Theodore. These complex sets of relationships illuminate, among other things, the
changing perceptions of the parental role in matchmaking, the vulnerability of wives abused by husbands,
and the tenuous financial situation of widows in the early republic.

In Part 2, Kenslea turns to the Boston-based courtships of Harry and Robert Sedgwick, when the brothers
courted "the friendlies," a group of young women who taught them some important lessons, including the
difficulties of navigating the subtle rules of social etiquette among the Boston elite. Harry met his future wife
Jane among the friendlies. At the end of 1816, the two began a seven-month engagement, during which they
were separated but kept up a voluminous correspondence. Part 3 highlights this correspondence, which
shows a young couple envisioning for themselves a relationship of equals, despite the legal and cultural
impediments of the day.

Kenslea's epilogue considers Catharine Maria Sedgwick, the youngest sister and the best-known member of
this generation of Sedgwicks. Catharine's reflections on her single state, both published and private, enrich
this history of the married Sedgwicks by offering an early nineteenth-century alternative to the marriage plot.
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From reader reviews:

Della Richardson:

Why? Because this The Sedgwicks in Love: Courtship, Engagement, and Marriage in the Early Republic is
an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your talent
and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the
book store hurriedly.

Archie Williams:

The book untitled The Sedgwicks in Love: Courtship, Engagement, and Marriage in the Early Republic
contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is
very simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read
this book because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order
it. Have a nice study.

Alan Archuleta:

You could spend your free time to study this book this publication. This The Sedgwicks in Love: Courtship,
Engagement, and Marriage in the Early Republic is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in
the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you
can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your
smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Joy Becker:

Beside this The Sedgwicks in Love: Courtship, Engagement, and Marriage in the Early Republic in your
phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people
live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Sedgwicks in Love: Courtship, Engagement, and
Marriage in the Early Republic because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes
have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from now!
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