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Computers have dramatically altered life in the late twentieth century. Today we can draw on worldwide
computer links, speeding up communications by radio, newspapers, and television. Ideas fly back and forth
and circle the globe at the speed of electricity. And just around the corner lurks full-blown virtual reality, in
which we will be able to immerse ourselves in a computer simulation not only of the actual physical world,
but of any imagined world. As we begin to move in and out of a computer-generated world, Michael Heim
asks, how will the way we perceive our world change?
In The Metaphysics of Virtual Reality, Heim considers this and other philosophical issues of the Information
Age. With an eye for the dark as well as the bright side of computer technology, he explores the logical and
historical origins of our computer-generated world and speculates about the future direction of our
computerized lives. He discusses such topics as the effect of word-processing on the English language (while
word-processors have led to increased productivity, they have also led to physical hazards such as repetitive
motion syndrome, which causes inflamed hand and arm tendons). Heim looks into the new kind of literacy
promised by Hypertext (technology which allows the user to link audio and video elements, the
disadvantages including disorientation and cognitive overload). And he also probes the notion of virtual
reality, "cyberspace"--the computer-simulated environments that have captured the popular imagination and
may ultimately change the way we define reality itself. Just as the definition of interface itself has evolved
from the actual adapter plug used to connect electronic circuits into human entry into a self-contained
cyberspace, so too will the notion of reality change with the current technological drive. Like the
introduction of the automobile, the advent of virtual reality will change the whole context in which our
knowledge and awareness of life are rooted. And along the way, Heim covers such intriguing topics as how
computers have altered our thought habits, how we will be able to distinguish virtual from real reality, and
the appearance of virtual reality in popular culture (as in Star Trek's holodeck, William Gibson's
Neuromancer, and Stephen King's Lawnmower Man).
Vividly and entertainingly written, The Metaphysics of Virtual Reality opens a window on a fascinating
world that promises--or threatens--to become an integral part of everyday life in the 21st century. As Heim
writes, not only do we face a breakthrough in the technology of computer interface, but we face the
challenge of knowing ourselves and determining how the technology should develop and ultimately affect
the society in which it grows.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Beckman:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book The Metaphysics of Virtual Reality. You can choose the
best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book The
Metaphysics of Virtual Reality. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know
that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use
it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

William McNeill:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Metaphysics of Virtual Reality
book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Alice Weaver:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Metaphysics of Virtual Reality
which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Richard Jimenez:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books
in the top checklist in your reading list is actually The Metaphysics of Virtual Reality. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and
review this book you can get many advantages.
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