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Pentecostalism is one of the largest and fastest growing religious movements around the world. Yet, the
movement's defining doctrine has met with controversy and criticism since its inception. Classical
Pentecostals have not only affirmed and valued the experience of speaking in other tongues, they have
argued that such an experience is the first evidence of a Christian having reached a level of spiritual
empowerment they call Baptism in the Holy Spirit. That speaking in an unknown language should be
considered by many Pentecostals to be a normative and uniform right of passage for all Christians is
interesting. That such a controversial doctrine could rise to take such a prominent role in defining and
shaping the Pentecostal movement begs further historical and social study.

This work charts the development of the doctrine from a small community in the Midwest to become a norm
for Pentecostal identity and a hallmark of Pentecostal experience around the world. Then, through an
empirical study of ministers in three Pentecostal denominations, the work explores the current beliefs of
practices of Pentecostals regarding the doctrine of initial evidence in order to form some conclusions and
proposals about the future of the doctrine among classical Pentecostals.
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From reader reviews:

Malcolm Lee:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly
feel happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Norming the Abnormal:
The Development and Function of the Doctrine of Initial Evidence in Classical Pentecostalism is kind of
book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Carol Hamilton:

The guide untitled Norming the Abnormal: The Development and Function of the Doctrine of Initial
Evidence in Classical Pentecostalism is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality
of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to explained their
way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the
book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of
Norming the Abnormal: The Development and Function of the Doctrine of Initial Evidence in Classical
Pentecostalism from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

James Helm:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Norming the Abnormal: The
Development and Function of the Doctrine of Initial Evidence in Classical Pentecostalism that give your
pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be
said as the method for people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success
person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick Norming the
Abnormal: The Development and Function of the Doctrine of Initial Evidence in Classical Pentecostalism
become your personal starter.

Bernice Martinez:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Norming the Abnormal: The
Development and Function of the Doctrine of Initial Evidence in Classical Pentecostalism is simple to
deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much
space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can
save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.
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