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In late October 1846, the last wagon train of that year's westward migration stopped overnight before
resuming its arduous climb over the Sierra Nevada Mountains, unaware that a fearsome storm was gathering
force. After months of grueling travel, the 81 men, women and children would be trapped for a brutal winter
with little food and only primitive shelter. The conclusion is known: by spring of the next year, the Donner
Party was synonymous with the most harrowing extremes of human survival. But until now, the full story of
what happened--and what it tells us about human nature and about America's westward expansion--remained
shrouded in myth.
Drawing on fresh archeological evidence, recent research on topics ranging from survival rates to snowfall
totals, and heartbreaking letters and diaries made public by descendants a century-and-a-half after the
tragedy, Ethan Rarick offers an intimate portrait of the Donner party and their unimaginable ordeal: a mother
who must divide her family, a little girl who shines with courage, a devoted wife who refuses to abandon her
husband, a man who risks his life merely to keep his word. Rarick resists both the gruesomely sensationalist
accounts of the Donner party as well as later attempts to turn the survivors into archetypal pioneer heroes.
"The Donner Party," Rarick writes, "is a story of hard decisions that were neither heroic nor villainous.
Often, the emigrants displayed a more realistic and typically human mixture of generosity and selfishness, an
alloy born of necessity."
A fast-paced, heart-wrenching, clear-eyed narrative history, Desperate Passage casts new light on one of
America's most horrific encounters between the dream of a better life and the harsh realities such dreams so
often must confront.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Gregg:

The book Desperate Passage: The Donner Party's Perilous Journey West make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book Desperate
Passage: The Donner Party's Perilous Journey West to become your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like open up and read a publication Desperate Passage: The Donner Party's
Perilous Journey West. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Charles Stubblefield:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you actually is
you don't know which you should start with. This Desperate Passage: The Donner Party's Perilous Journey
West is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Albert Hartley:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Desperate Passage: The Donner
Party's Perilous Journey West book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Toni Sargent:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Desperate Passage: The Donner Party's Perilous Journey West your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get ahead of. The Desperate Passage: The Donner Party's Perilous Journey West giving
you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better
life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind
are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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