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The bloody conflict that sundered the United States from 1861 to 1865 took 620,000 lives, laid waste to large
sections of the American South, and decided the future course of the nation. Its reverberations are still felt in
American life. Now from the home of "The Nation's Memory" comes "The Library of Congress Civil War
Desk Reference." Drawn from the Library's unparalleled Civil War collections -- including previously
unpublished letters and diaries, maps and photographs, as well as thousands of works by post-Civil War
scholars and experts -- this is the ultimate one-volume reference on the Civil War. A comprehensive yet
accessible compendium, "The Library of Congress Civil War Desk Reference" is organized into chapters that
address broad themes such as "Antebellum America," "Wartime Politics," "Armies," and "Reconstruction
and Aftermath of the War." Each of these chapters includes more specific topics, such as "The Election of
1860," "Notable Civil War Officers," and "African Americans During Reconstruction." There are timelines
that chronicle major events, brief profiles of significant people, and excerpts from key pieces of legislation
and addresses that reflect the passions and politics of the times. Here readers can find, for example, detailed
information on the arms used on both sides during the Civil War in the "Weaponry" chapter. And
descriptions of significant battles, as well as information on casualties, military strategy and tactics, and
logistical support, are to be found in the "Battles and the Battlefield" chapter. Topics ranging from economic
conditions north and south of the Mason-Dixon line on the eve of the war to the history of slavery in the
United Statesto the impact of the Civil War on literature and the fine arts give additional depth and context to
the book's presentation of Civil War events. "The Library of Congress Civil War Desk Reference" also looks
beyond the major events and figures and examines the lives of the common soldiers (from their diet, training,
and medical treatment to the struggles of the Union's black soldiers), the various roles women played in the
war, and telling events on the home fronts. Along with the words of writers such as Walt Whitman and
Herman Melville, readers will find excerpts from the journals and letters of nurses, soldiers, refugees and
freedmen. A final chapter offers a guide to further study of the Civil War -- including information about
major archival collections, important published resources, and national historic sites-for those who wish to
learn more. Prodigious in its scope, illustrated with more than 100 photographs and drawings and dozens of
maps, "The Library of Congress Civil War Desk Reference" is sure to become the indispensable one-volume
reference on the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Clinton Whitten:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is usually
The Library of Congress Civil War Desk Reference.

Paul Heisler:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Library of Congress Civil War
Desk Reference, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind
of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known
as reading friends.

Frances Stone:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book and also novel and The Library of Congress Civil War Desk
Reference or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any
other book likes The Library of Congress Civil War Desk Reference to make your spare time much more
colorful. Many types of book like this.

Ian Bracy:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the book The
Library of Congress Civil War Desk Reference we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim.
Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book The Library of Congress Civil War Desk
Reference. You can more attractive than now.
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