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In afresh and timely reinterpretation, Nelson Lichtenstein examines how trade unionism has waxed and
waned in the nation's political and moral imagination, among both devoted partisans and intransigent foes.
From the steel foundry to the burger-grill, from Woodrow Wilson to John Sweeney, from Homestead to
Pittston, Lichtenstein weaves together a compelling matrix of ideas, stories, strikes, laws, and peoplein a
streamlined narrative of work and labor in the twentieth century.

The "labor question™ became a burning issue during the Progressive Era because its sol ution seemed

essential to the survival of American democracy itself. Beginning there, Lichtenstein takes us all the way to
the organizing fever of contemporary Los Angeles, where the labor movement stands at the center of the
effort to transform millions of new immigrants into alert citizen unionists. He offers an expansive survey of
labor's upsurge during the 1930s, when the New Deal put awhite, male version of industrial democracy at
the heart of U.S. political culture. He debunks the myth of a postwar "management-labor accord" by showing
that there was (at most) a limited, unstable truce.

Lichtenstein argues that the ideas that had once sustained solidarity and citizenship in the world of work
underwent aradical transformation when the rights-centered social movements of the 1960s and 1970s
captured the nation's moral imagination. The labor movement was therefore tragically unprepared for the
years of Reagan and Clinton: athough technological change and anew era of global economics battered the
unions, their real failure was one of ideas and political will. Throughout, Lichtenstein argues that labor's
most important function, in theory if not always in practice, has been the vitalization of a democratic ethos,
at work and in the larger society. To the extent that the unions fuse their purpose with that impulse, they can
once again become central to the fate of the republic. Sate of the Union is an incisive history that tells the
story of one of Americas defining aspirations.

This edition includes a new preface in which Lichtenstein engages with many of those who have offered
commentary on State of the Union and evaluates the historical literature that has emerged in the decade since
the book'sinitial publication. He also brings his narrative into the current moment with afinal chapter,
"Obama's America: Liberalism without Unions."
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From reader reviews:
Jocelyn Welch:

This book untitled State of the Union: A Century of American Labor (Politics and Society in Twentieth-
Century America) to be one of severa booksin which best seller in this year, that's because when you read
this e-book you can get alot of benefit into it. Y ou will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can
order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to
read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your
reguirements to past this guide from your list.

William Davis:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
read a book you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The State of the Union: A Century of American Labor (Politics and Society in Twentieth-
Century America) provide you with a new experience in reading a book.

Calvin Lee

Beside this specific State of the Union: A Century of American Labor (Politics and Society in Twentieth-
Century America) in your phone, it might give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The
information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you
feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have State of the Union: A Century of
American Labor (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) because this book offersto you
personally readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of.
Oh come on, that would not happen if you have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
guestionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book aswell asread it
from at this point!

Clifford Walsh:

Asascholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful pics on there.
Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe know that on this age, many ways
to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this State of the
Union: A Century of American Labor (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) can make you



really feel more interested to read.
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