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The Jewish practice of bar mitzvah dates back to the twelfth century, but this ancient cultural ritual has
changed radically since then, evolving with the times and adapting to local conditions. For many Jewish-
American families, a child’s bar mitzvah or bat mitzvah is both a major social event and a symbolic means of
asserting the family’s ongoing connection to the core values of Judaism. Coming of Age in Jewish America
takes an inside look at bar and bat mitzvahs in the twenty-first century, examining how the practices have
continued to morph and exploring how they serve as a sometimes shaky bridge between the values of
contemporary American culture and Judaic tradition.
 
Interviewing over 200 individuals involved in bar and bat mitzvah ceremonies, from family members to
religious educators to rabbis, Patricia Keer Munro presents a candid portrait of the conflicts that often
emerge and the negotiations that ensue. In the course of her study, she charts how this ritual is rife with
contradictions; it is a private family event and a public community activity, and for the child, it is both an
educational process and a high-stakes performance.
 
Through detailed observations of Conservative, Orthodox, Reform, and independent congregations in the
San Francisco Bay Area, Munro draws intriguing, broad-reaching conclusions about both the current state
and likely future of American Judaism.  In the process, she shows not only how American Jews have forged
a unique set of bar and bat mitzvah practices, but also how these rituals continue to shape a distinctive
Jewish-American identity.  
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Rocha:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Coming of Age in Jewish America: Bar
and Bat Mitzvah Reinterpreted. All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

Ivory Hughes:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled Coming
of Age in Jewish America: Bar and Bat Mitzvah Reinterpreted your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
every single word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you
never get before. The Coming of Age in Jewish America: Bar and Bat Mitzvah Reinterpreted giving you yet
another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Troy Jones:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Coming of Age in Jewish America:
Bar and Bat Mitzvah Reinterpreted guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Coming of Age in Jewish
America: Bar and Bat Mitzvah Reinterpreted as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content.
This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth
sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.

Patricia Baker:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you learn a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what kinds of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can
read education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of
us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Coming of Age in Jewish America: Bar and Bat Mitzvah



Reinterpreted will give you a new experience in studying a book.
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