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Few concepts are more unshakable in our culture than "free will," the idea that individuals are fundamentally
in control of the decisions they make, good or bad. And yet the latest research about how the brain functions
seems to point in the opposite direction, with fresh discoveries indicating the many ways in which humans
are subject to influences well beyond the control of the conscious self. In The Self Beyond Itself, acclaimed
scholar Heidi M. Ravven offers a wide-ranging and bold argument for a new vision of ethics, one that takes
into account neuroscience, philosophy, and psychology, challenging the ways in which we view our
actions—and, indeed, our selves.

In a work of breathtaking intellectual sweep and erudition, Ravven offers a riveting and accessible review of
cutting-edge neuroscientific research into the brain’s capacity for decision-making—from "mirror" neurons
and "self-mapping" to surprising new understandings of group psychology. The Self Beyond Itself also
introduces readers to a rich, alternative philosophical tradition of ethics, rooted in the writing of Baruch
Spinoza, that finds uncanny confirmation in modern science.

Illustrating the results of today’s research with real-life examples, taking readers from elementary school
classrooms to Nazi concentration camps, Ravven demonstrates that it is possible to build a theory of ethics
that doesn’t rely on free will yet still holds both individuals and groups responsible for the decisions that help
create a good society. The Self Beyond Itself is that rare book that injects new ideas into an old debate—and
helps us consider anew our understanding of ourselves and of our world.
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Paul:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline The Self Beyond
Itself: An Alternative History of Ethics, the New Brain Sciences, and the Myth of Free Will suitable to you?
The particular book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled The Self Beyond Itself: An
Alternative History of Ethics, the New Brain Sciences, and the Myth of Free Willis the one of several books
that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this
reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought
in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a
wide range of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this
book.

Johnnie Gonzales:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their talent
in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this The Self
Beyond Itself: An Alternative History of Ethics, the New Brain Sciences, and the Myth of Free Will.

Kenny Crowther:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in
the top record in your reading list will be The Self Beyond Itself: An Alternative History of Ethics, the New
Brain Sciences, and the Myth of Free Will. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains
can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get
many advantages.

Lesley Dwyer:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or



just seeking the The Self Beyond Itself: An Alternative History of Ethics, the New Brain Sciences, and the
Myth of Free Will when you essential it?
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