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MAURICE SENDAK: POCKET GUIDE Maurice Sendak (1928-2012) is the acclaimed American children's
book author of classics such as his trilogy of beloved picture books: Where the Wild Things Are (recently
made into a movie), Outside Over There and In the Night Kitchen. Sendak has also written many other books
(though mainly in children's book form). Maurice Sendak's as important - and as adored - as Theodore Geisel
(Dr Seuss). This study also considers Sendak's illustrations for fairy tales, such as the Brothers Grimm
pictures, collected in The Juniper Tree (although it is less well-known, could be said to be his most
accomplished work). This book considers some of Maurice Sendak's most significant works, concentrating
on the children's books and the picture books. Other chapters explore Sendak's relationship with the movies
and art of Walt Disney (which Sendak admires); later works such as Dear Mil; his interpretation of classic
fairy tales; a brief consideration of the fairy tale form; Sendak's links with the tradition of children's book
illustration; and finally a comparison of Sendak's art with that of other book illustrators. Fully illustrated.
With bibliography and notes. 192 pages. ISBN 9781861713087. www.crmoon.com EXTRACT FROM
CHAPTER ONE MAURICE SENDAK begins not with the pictures, as one expect, but with the words. He
has explained on a number of occasions that his written texts have to be 'very good before one considers
illustrating them.' The words are important, because they locate the pictures within a particular narrative,
context and meaning. The words 'anchor' the pictures into a dominant or preferred set of meanings, which
Sendak likes to get right first. 'I like to think of myself as setting words to pictures. A true picture book is a
visual poem'. Maurice Sendak's concern with words also reminds us of his emphasis on storytelling. All
Sendak's books are narrative books, books which move from one point in a story to another. The pictures,
Sendak asserted, must not merely illustrate the words. The pictures must always do more than that. The
words must allow for an openness of interpretation in the pictures. The two, words and pictures, work in
tandem, but not merely to mirror each other, Sendak remarked. The written text, if it's a good one, will leave
gaps of meaning into which the pictures can be inserted. There must be an ambiguity to what is happening in
the written text too, so that the text can function on a number of levels. It is the conscious working at this
split-level meaning that marks Sendak out from other illustrators. His books always have a carefully
cultivated symbolic dimension: they are never merely descriptions of physical action. As an example of
narrative openness, Maurice Sendak cites the Mother Goose nursery rhymes, which often have a political or
religious subtext (for instance, 'Oranges and Lemons', or, famously, 'Ring-a-Ring-a-Roses', which is about
the plague in mediaeval Europe). At the same time, the pictures, in Sendak's view, must be able to exist on
their own, they must be somewhat independent of a written story. A good picture book can be consumed just
by looking at the pictures. Many young children, below reading age, do this: they leaf through books without
considering the written text. For Sendak, as a maker, an artist, the words are important, but for the young
child, the pictures take precedence. Books such as Where the Wild Things Are and In the Night Kitchen are
picture books, not written texts. The pictures are printed as large as possible on the page, and the words seem
to be secondary, from the point of view of a young, pre-school age reader.
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From reader reviews:

Sheryl Hicks:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Maurice Sendak: Pocket Guide book is readable simply by you who
hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer involving
Maurice Sendak: Pocket Guide content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking
Maurice Sendak: Pocket Guide is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

David Conover:

This Maurice Sendak: Pocket Guide is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences within it.
So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with
straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Maurice
Sendak: Pocket Guide in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this e-book
already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Mark Gallegos:

This Maurice Sendak: Pocket Guide is fresh way for you who has attention to look for some information
given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you
who still having little bit of digest in reading this Maurice Sendak: Pocket Guide can be the light food to suit
your needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books
develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People
who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in
reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So
, don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.

Esther Cunningham:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by
book. Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Maurice
Sendak: Pocket Guide.
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