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The glaciers creep

Like snakes that watch their prey, from their far fountains,

Slow rolling on.

– Percy Shelley, “Mont Blanc,” 1816

Glaciers in America’s far northwest figure prominently in indigenous oral traditions, early travelers’
journals, and the work of geophysical scientists. By following such stories across three centuries, this book
explores local knowledge, colonial encounters, and environmental change.

Do Glaciers Listen? examines conflicting depictions of glaciers to show how natural and social histories are
entangled. During late stages of the Little Ice Age, significant geophysical changes coincided with dramatic
social upheaval in the Saint Elias Mountains. European visitors brought conceptions of Nature as sublime, as
spiritual, or as a resource for human progress. They saw glaciers as inanimate, subject to empirical
investigation and measurement. Aboriginal responses were strikingly different. From their perspectives,
glaciers were sentient, animate, and quick to respond to human behaviour. In each case, experiences and
ideas surrounding glaciers were incorporated into interpretations of social relations.

Focusing on these contrasting views, Julie Cruikshank demonstrates how local knowledge is produced, rather
than “discovered,” through such encounters, and how oral histories conjoin social and biophysical processes.
She traces how divergent views continue to weave through contemporary debates about protected areas,
parks and the new World Heritage site that encompasses the area where Alaska, British Columbia, and the
Yukon Territory now meet. Students and scholars of Native studies and anthropology as well as readers
interested in northern studies and colonial encounters will find Do Glaciers Listen? a fascinating read and a
rich addition to circumpolar literature.

Winner of the Victor Turner Prize for Ethnographic Writing, 2006
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From reader reviews:

Brian Lowe:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Examining a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Do Glaciers Listen?:
Local Knowledge, Colonial Encounters, and Social Imagination (Canadian Studies Series) book since this
book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees
there is no doubt in it you know.

Ella Hodge:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Do Glaciers Listen?:
Local Knowledge, Colonial Encounters, and Social Imagination (Canadian Studies Series) suitable to you?
Often the book was written by well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Do Glaciers
Listen?: Local Knowledge, Colonial Encounters, and Social Imagination (Canadian Studies Series)is the
main one of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in
the world. When you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of.
The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of
this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you see
the represented of the world with this book.

Theodore Dubose:

The book Do Glaciers Listen?: Local Knowledge, Colonial Encounters, and Social Imagination (Canadian
Studies Series) has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was
written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Luis Gazaway:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Do Glaciers Listen?: Local Knowledge,
Colonial Encounters, and Social Imagination (Canadian Studies Series) can be the answer, oh how comes? A
book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is
common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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