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The Tang Dynasty (618-907), traditionally regarded as the golden age of China, was a time of patricians and
intellectuals, Buddhist monks and Taoist priests, poetry and music, song and dance. In China's Golden Age:
Everyday Life in the Tang Dynasty, Charles Benn paints a vivid picture of the lifestyle behind the grandeur
of the Tang culture.
All aspects of day-to-day life are presented, including crime,entertainment, fashion, marriage, food, hygiene,
dwellings, and transportation. Attend an ancient feast to celebrate an imperial birthday, where ale was served
in elaborate pitchers before a meal of fourteen hors d'oeuvres and twenty-three courses. Learn which colors
concubines used for their eye makeup and beauty marks, and what jealous wives did to discourage such
enhancement. See the similarities between today's pubs and the Tang alehouses, where women were hired to
dance and sing to encourage patrons to stay longer and spend more money. Decide for yourself why
Yangzhou, a city on the Grand Canal close to the Yangtze River, was considered one of the greatest cities in
the Tang Dynasty.
Benn translates and paraphrases his classical Chinese sources from the Tang era with fresh and polished
prose. He also includes his own illustrations of everything from tools and hairstyles to musical instruments
and courtyard dwellings. A history of the rise and fall of the dynasty is presented, as is a look at the societal
structure of the aristocracy, bureaucracy, eunuchs, clergy, peasants, artisans, merchants, and slaves. This
thorough explanation provides fascinating insight into a culture and time that is often misunderstood by
Westerners and brings alive both the everyday routine and the timeless splendor of this intellectually and
artistically powerful epoch. Enjoy your journey in China's Golden Age, and come back to the present with a
greater understanding of this amazing time.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Alvarez:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of China's Golden Age: Everyday
Life in the Tang Dynasty book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just
a book.

Robert Caceres:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take China's Golden Age: Everyday Life in the Tang
Dynasty as your daily resource information.

Richard Bennett:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
China's Golden Age: Everyday Life in the Tang Dynasty, you can tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Mike Edwards:

The book untitled China's Golden Age: Everyday Life in the Tang Dynasty is the guide that recommended to
you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language
that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of China's Golden Age: Everyday Life in the Tang Dynasty from the publisher to
make you far more enjoy free time.
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