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The first and definitive biography of one of America's bestselling, notorious, and influential writers of
the twentieth century: Iceberg Slim, né Robert Beck, author of the multimillion-copy
memoir Pimp and such equally popular novels as Trick Baby and Mama Black Widow. From a career
as a, yes, ruthless pimp in the '40s and '50s, Iceberg Slim refashioned himself as the first and still the
greatest of "street lit" masters, whose vivid books have made him an icon to such rappers as Ice-T,
Jay-Z, and Snoop Dogg and a presiding spirit of "blaxploitation" culture. You can't understand
contemporary black (and even American) culture without reckoning with Iceberg Slim and his many
acolytes and imitators.

Literature professor Justin Gifford has been researching the life and work of Robert Beck for a decade,
culminating in Street Poison, a colorful and compassionate biography of one of the most complicated figures
in twentieth-century literature. Drawing on a wealth of archival material—including FBI files, prison
records, and interviews with Beck, his wife, and his daughters—Gifford explores the sexual trauma and
racial violence Beck endured that led to his reinvention as Iceberg Slim, one of America's most infamous
pimps of the 1940s and '50s. From pimping to penning his profoundly influential confessional
autobiography, Pimp, to his involvement in radical politics, Gifford's biography illuminates the life and
works of one of American literature's most unique renegades.
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From reader reviews:

Inez Tuller:

In other case, little folks like to read book Street Poison: The Biography of Iceberg Slim. You can choose the
best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book Street
Poison: The Biography of Iceberg Slim. You can add information and of course you can around the world by
just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need
to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Ana Gaskill:

This Street Poison: The Biography of Iceberg Slim are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The explanation of this Street Poison: The Biography of Iceberg Slim can be among the great
books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with information
that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the
place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Street Poison: The
Biography of Iceberg Slim forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary,
giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

Lisa Bentley:

This Street Poison: The Biography of Iceberg Slim is great reserve for you because the content and that is
full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences in
it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Street
Poison: The Biography of Iceberg Slim in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is
not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right
but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still
doubt this?

Michael Clark:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Street Poison: The
Biography of Iceberg Slim can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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