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James Madison’s Notes on the 1787 Constitutional Convention have acquired nearly unquestioned authority
as the description of the U.S. Constitution’s creation. No document provides a more complete record of the
deliberations in Philadelphia or depicts the Convention’s charismatic figures, crushing disappointments, and
miraculous triumphs with such narrative force. But how reliable is this account?

In an unprecedented investigation that draws on digital technologies and traditional textual analysis to trace
Madison’s composition, Mary Sarah Bilder reveals that Madison revised the Notes to a far greater extent
than previously recognized. The Notes began as a diary of the Convention’s proceedings. Madison
abandoned the project at a critical juncture, however, and left the Notes incomplete. He did not return to
finish them until several years later, largely for Thomas Jefferson. By then, Madison’s views were influenced
by the new government’s challenges and Jefferson’s political ideas. Madison’s evolving vision of republican
government, his Virginia allegiances, his openness to constitutional protection for slavery, his fascination
with the finer points of political jockeying, and his depictions of Alexander Hamilton and Charles Pinckney
shifted during the writing and rewriting of his account. When the Notes were finally published in 1840, the
layers of revision were invisible.

Madison’s version of events quickly assumed an aura of objectivity, and the Notes molded the narrative of
the Constitution. Madison’s Hand offers readers a biography of a document that, over two centuries,
developed a life and character all its own.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Gonzales:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Madison's Hand: Revising the
Constitutional Convention. All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Lisa Cook:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Madison's Hand: Revising the Constitutional
Convention as the daily resource information.

Joyce Washington:

Why? Because this Madison's Hand: Revising the Constitutional Convention is an unordinary book that the
inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content
on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot
of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method.
So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

John Hicks:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Madison's Hand: Revising the
Constitutional Convention can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides
have than the others?
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