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Abused dogs, prisoners tortured in Guantánamo and supermax facilities, or slaves killed by the state--all are
deprived of personhood through legal acts. Such deprivations have recurred throughout history, and the law
sustains these terrors and banishments even as it upholds the civil order. Examining such troubling cases,
The Law Is a White Dog tackles key societal questions: How does the law construct our identities? How do
its rules and sanctions make or unmake persons? And how do the supposedly rational claims of the law
define marginal entities, both natural and supernatural, including ghosts, dogs, slaves, terrorist suspects, and
felons? Reading the language, allusions, and symbols of legal discourse, and bridging distinctions between
the human and nonhuman, Colin Dayan looks at how the law disfigures individuals and animals, and how
slavery, punishment, and torture create unforeseen effects in our daily lives.

Moving seamlessly across genres and disciplines, Dayan considers legal practices and spiritual beliefs from
medieval England, the North American colonies, and the Caribbean that have survived in our legal discourse,
and she explores the civil deaths of felons and slaves through lawful repression. Tracing the legacy of
slavery in the United States in the structures of the contemporary American prison system and in the
administrative detention of ghostly supermax facilities, she also demonstrates how contemporary
jurisprudence regarding cruel and unusual punishment prepared the way for abuses in Abu Ghraib and
Guantánamo.

Using conventional historical and legal sources to answer unconventional questions, The Law Is a White Dog
illuminates stark truths about civil society's ability to marginalize, exclude, and dehumanize.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Seaton:

The book The Law Is a White Dog: How Legal Rituals Make and Unmake Persons can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book
The Law Is a White Dog: How Legal Rituals Make and Unmake Persons? Some of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right
now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book The Law Is a White Dog: How Legal Rituals Make and Unmake Persons
has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Tom Carter:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Law Is a
White Dog: How Legal Rituals Make and Unmake Persons, you could tells your family, friends in addition
to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Lillian Thrasher:

The Law Is a White Dog: How Legal Rituals Make and Unmake Persons can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Law Is a
White Dog: How Legal Rituals Make and Unmake Persons nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving
the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it.
This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

William Powers:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With
the book The Law Is a White Dog: How Legal Rituals Make and Unmake Persons we can have more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Just choose
the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book The
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