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Viewing turn-of-the-century African American history through the lens of cinema, Envisioning Freedom
examines the forgotten history of early black film during the era of mass migration and Jim Crow. By
embracing the new medium of moving pictures at the turn of the twentieth century, black Americans forged
a collective--if fraught--culture of freedom.

In Cara Caddoo's perspective-changing study, African Americans emerge as pioneers of cinema from the
1890s to the 1920s. Across the South and Midwest, moving pictures presented in churches, lodges, and
schools raised money and created shared social experiences for black urban communities. As migrants
moved northward, bound for Chicago and New York, cinema moved with them. Along these routes,
ministers and reformers, preaching messages of racial uplift, used moving pictures as an enticement to attract
followers.

But as it gained popularity, black cinema also became controversial. Facing a losing competition with movie
houses, once-supportive ministers denounced the evils of the "colored theater." Onscreen images sparked
arguments over black identity and the meaning of freedom. In 1910, when boxing champion Jack Johnson
became the world's first black movie star, representation in film vaulted to the center of black concerns about
racial progress. Black leaders demanded self-representation and an end to cinematic mischaracterizations
which, they charged, violated the civil rights of African Americans. In 1915, these ideas both led to the
creation of an industry that produced "race films" by and for black audiences and sparked the first mass black
protest movement of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Freeman:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Envisioning
Freedom: Cinema and the Building of Modern Black Life suitable to you? The book was written by
renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled Envisioning Freedom: Cinema and the Building of
Modern Black Lifeis the one of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired
many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever
know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To
help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

David Carson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Envisioning Freedom: Cinema and the
Building of Modern Black Life e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt
Envisioning Freedom: Cinema and the Building of Modern Black Life as good book but not only by the
cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you
still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Fatima Leonard:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more
time to be read. Envisioning Freedom: Cinema and the Building of Modern Black Life can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Harold Houston:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Envisioning Freedom: Cinema and the Building of Modern Black Life this
publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book



appropriate all of you.
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