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Until the publication of this book, historians had largely neglected the effects of technology on the course of
human history. Palitical, economic, and social factors had long been taken into account, but technological
advances were not studied in the context of the history of the ages in which they occurred. It remained for the
authors of this readable, profusely illustrated survey to relate technological developmentsto the history of
each epoch.

Chronologically, the text is divided into two parts, the first telling the story up to ca. A.D. 1750 — the
beginning of the Industrial Revolution in Britain — and the second continuing it up to 1900. The book
begins with ageneral historical survey of ancient civilizations, then goes on to consider such topics as food
production, metalworking, building construction, early sources of power, and the beginning of the chemical
industry. The second and lengthier portion of the text focuses on the development of the steam engine,
machine tools, modern transport, mining coal and metals, the rise of the modern chemical industry, textiles,
the internal combustion engine, electricity, and more.

To help relate the technology to the age, each section is preceded by a historical introduction and the book
concludes with a series of tables designed to show the interrelation of events names in the text. Profusely
illustrated and brimming with factual data, A Short History of Technology will appeal equally to students,
scholars, historians of technology, and general readers.
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From reader reviews:
John Dinwiddie:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience
happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The A Short History of
Technology: From the Earliest Timesto A.D. 1900 is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Beverly McClendon:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of pastime that everyonein the world likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you alot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
studying a book especialy fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the characters
do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this A Short
History of Technology: From the Earliest Timesto A.D. 1900, it is possible to tells your family, friends and
soon about yours guide. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Thomas Garr ett:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book thisreserve. This A Short History of
Technology: From the Earliest Timesto A.D. 1900 is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in
the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can
buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. Y ou can save often the book in your smart phone.
And so there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Heather Killen:

As astudent exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well asto
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful picson there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore, this A Short History of Technology: From the Earliest Timesto A.D. 1900 can make you truly
feel more interested to read.
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