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After the Constitutional Convention, Benjamin Franklin was asked, “Well, Doctor, what have we got—a
Republic or a Monarchy?” Franklin’s response: “A Republic—if you can keep it.”

This book argues: we couldn’t keep it.

A true republic privileges the common interest above the special interests. To do this, our Constitution
established an elaborate system of checks and balances that separates power among the branches of
government, and places them in conflict with one another. The Framers believed that this would keep
grasping, covetous factions from acquiring enough power to dominate government. Instead, only the people
would rule.

Proper institutional design is essential to this system. Each branch must manage responsibly the powers it is
granted, as well as rebuke the other branches when they go astray. This is where subsequent generations have
run into trouble: we have overloaded our government with more power than it can handle. The Constitution's
checks and balances have broken down because the institutions created in 1787 cannot exercise responsibly
the powers of our sprawling, immense twenty-first century government.

The result is the triumph of special interests over the common interest. James Madison called this
factionalism. We know it as political corruption.

Corruption today is so widespread that our government is not so much a republic, but rather a special interest
democracy. Everybody may participate, yes, but the contours of public policy depend not so much on the
common good, but rather the push-and-pull of the various interest groups encamped in Washington, DC.
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From reader reviews:

Jasmine Myers:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading the book, we give you that A Republic No More: Big Government and
the Rise of American Political Corruption book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book
is usually more than just a book.

Rebecca Walton:

The book A Republic No More: Big Government and the Rise of American Political Corruption has a lot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the
very famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to
read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Nicole Dilbeck:

The book untitled A Republic No More: Big Government and the Rise of American Political Corruption
contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The
language is very straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The
book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. You can
actually read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book
throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site in
addition to order it. Have a nice examine.

Christopher Dixon:

Beside this kind of A Republic No More: Big Government and the Rise of American Political Corruption in
your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous
people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have A Republic No More: Big Government and the Rise
of American Political Corruption because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in
the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from currently!
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