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A major revision of our understanding of long-range bombing, this book examines how Anglo-American
ideas about "strategic" bombing were formed and implemented. It argues that ideas about bombing civilian
targets rested on--and gained validity from--widespread but substantially erroneous assumptions about the
nature of modern industrial societies and their vulnerability to aerial bombardment. These assumptions were
derived from the social and political context of the day and were maintained largely through cognitive error
and bias. Tami Davis Biddle explains how air theorists, and those influenced by them, came to believe that
strategic bombing would be an especially effective coercive tool and how they responded when their
assumptions were challenged.

Biddle analyzes how a particular interpretation of the World War I experience, together with airmen's
organizational interests, shaped interwar debates about strategic bombing and preserved conceptions of its
potentially revolutionary character. This flawed interpretation as well as a failure to anticipate
implementation problems were revealed as World War II commenced. By then, the British and Americans
had invested heavily in strategic bombing. They saw little choice but to try to solve the problems in real time
and make long-range bombing as effective as possible.

Combining narrative with analysis, this book presents the first-ever comparative history of British and
American strategic bombing from its origins through 1945. In examining the ideas and rhetoric on which
strategic bombing depended, it offers critical insights into the validity and robustness of those ideas--not only
as they applied to World War II but as they apply to contemporary warfare.
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From reader reviews:

David Betancourt:

Typically the book Rhetoric and Reality in Air Warfare: The Evolution of British and American Ideas about
Strategic Bombing, 1914-1945 (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) will bring someone
to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you
try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Rhetoric and Reality in Air Warfare:
The Evolution of British and American Ideas about Strategic Bombing, 1914-1945 (Princeton Studies in
International History and Politics) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from
the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Teresa Riggs:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Rhetoric and Reality in Air Warfare: The
Evolution of British and American Ideas about Strategic Bombing, 1914-1945 (Princeton Studies in
International History and Politics), you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come
on its called reading friends.

Raymond Dixon:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Rhetoric and Reality in Air
Warfare: The Evolution of British and American Ideas about Strategic Bombing, 1914-1945 (Princeton
Studies in International History and Politics) is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train
in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Henry Heath:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of book Rhetoric
and Reality in Air Warfare: The Evolution of British and American Ideas about Strategic Bombing, 1914-
1945 (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics). You can include your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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