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In this intense and far-reaching book, acclaimed art historian T. J. Clark offers a new vision of the art of the
past two centuries, focusing on moments when art responded directly in extreme terms to the ongoing
disaster called "modernity". Modernism, Clark argues, was an extreme answer to an extreme condition - the
one Max Weber summed up as "the disenchantment of the world". Clark focuses on instances of maximum
stress, when the movement revealed its true nature. The book begins with Jacques-Louis David, painting at
the height of the Terror in 1793, then leaps forward to Pissarro a hundred years later, struggling to picture
Two Young Peasant Women in a way that agreed with his anarchist politics. Next, the author turns in
succession to Cezanne's paintings of the Grand Baigneuses and their coincidence in time (and maybe
intention) with Freud's launching of psychoanalysis; to Picasso's Cubism, and to avant-garde art after the
Russian Revolution. Clark concludes with a reading of Jackson Pollock's tragic version of abstraction and
suggests a new set of terms to describe avant-garde art - perhaps in its final flowering - in America after
1945. Shifting between broad, speculative history and intense analysis of specific works, Clark not only
transfigures our usual understanding of modern art, he also launches a new set of proposals about modernity
itself.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Cross:

The book Farewell to an Idea: Episodes from a History of Modernism make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book Farewell to an
Idea: Episodes from a History of Modernism to become your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can
know everything if you like start and read a e-book Farewell to an Idea: Episodes from a History of
Modernism. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So ,
how do you think about this book?

Catherine Kuntz:

This book untitled Farewell to an Idea: Episodes from a History of Modernism to be one of several books
that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it.
You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Ilene Cody:

The book Farewell to an Idea: Episodes from a History of Modernism will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Farewell to an Idea: Episodes from a History of
Modernism is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site,
so you can quickly to read the book.

Armida Shipman:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Farewell to an Idea: Episodes from a
History of Modernism guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Farewell to an
Idea: Episodes from a History of Modernism as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content.
This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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