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The conventional wisdom is that the founders were avid death penalty supporters. In this fascinating and
insightful examination of America’s Eighth Amendment, law professor John D. Bessler explodes this myth
and shows the founders’ conflicting and ambivalent views on capital punishment. Cruel and Unusual takes
the reader back in time to show how the indiscriminate use of executions gave way to a more enlightened
approach—one that has been evolving ever since. While shedding important new light on the U.S.
Constitution’s “cruel and unusual punishments” clause, Bessler explores the influence of Cesare Beccaria’s
essay, On Crimes and Punishments, on the Founders’ views, and the transformative properties of the
Fourteenth Amendment, which made the Bill of Rights applicable to the states. After critiquing the U.S.
Supreme Court’s existing case law, this essential volume argues that America’s death penalty—a vestige of a
bygone era in which ear cropping and other gruesome corporal punishments were thought
acceptable—should be declared unconstitutional.
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From reader reviews:

Francisco Gentry:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
we know that book is very important for all of us. The book Cruel and Unusual: The American Death
Penalty and the Founders' Eighth Amendment was making you to know about other knowledge and of course
you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve Cruel and Unusual:
The American Death Penalty and the Founders' Eighth Amendment is not only giving you far more new
information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to
read your book. Try to make relationship with the book Cruel and Unusual: The American Death Penalty and
the Founders' Eighth Amendment. You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Dana Gallo:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Cruel and Unusual: The American Death Penalty and the
Founders' Eighth Amendment as your daily resource information.

Kyle Gill:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Cruel and Unusual: The
American Death Penalty and the Founders' Eighth Amendment which is getting the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's notice.

Clifford Hudgins:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By the book Cruel and Unusual: The American Death Penalty and the Founders' Eighth Amendment
we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must love
to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at
this time book Cruel and Unusual: The American Death Penalty and the Founders' Eighth Amendment. You
can more desirable than now.
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