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There was atime when rural comedians drew most of their humor from tales of farmers daughters, hogs,
hens, and hill country high jinks. Lum and Abner and Ma and Pa Kettle might not have toured happily under
the "Redneck” marquee, but they were its precursors.

In Ain't That a Knee-Sapper: Rural Comedy in the Twentieth Century, author Tim Hollis traces the
evolution of this classic American form of humor in the mass media, beginning with the golden age of radio,
when such comedians as Bob Burns, Judy Canova, and Lum and Abner kept listeners laughing. The book
then moves into the motion pictures of the 1930s, 1940s, and 1950s, when the established radio stars enjoyed
second careers on the silver screen and were joined by live-action renditions of the comic strip characters Li'l
Abner and Snuffy Smith, along with the much-loved Ma and Pa Kettle series of films. Hollis explores such
rural sitcoms as The Real McCoysin the late 1950s and from the 1960s, The Andy Griffith Show, The Beverly
Hillbillies, Green Acres, Hee Haw, and many others. Along the way, readers are taken on side tripsinto the
world of animated cartoons and television commercials that succeeded through a distinctly rural sense of fun.

While rural comedy fell out of vogue and networks sacked shows in the early 1970s, the emergence of such
hits as The Dukes of Hazzard brought the genre whooping back to the mainstream. Hollis concludes with a
brief look at the current state of rural humor, which manifestsitself in a more suburban, redneck brand of
standup comedy.

Tim Hollisis the author of numerous books, including Hi There, Boys and Girlsl America's Local Children's
TV Programs and (with Greg Ehrbar) Mouse Tracks: The Sory of Walt Disney Records.
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From reader reviews:
Steve Bennett:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Ain't That a Knee-Slapper:
Rural Comedy in the Twentieth Century is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Jonathan Ownby:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life stylein this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth awaystry
to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them
isthis Ain't That a Knee-Slapper: Rural Comedy in the Twentieth Century.

Ronna Rutledge:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to obtain information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. Y ou will observe that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirementsis Ain't That a Knee-Slapper: Rural Comedy in the Twentieth Century
this reserve consist alot of the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all
of you.

Beverly Thomas:

Beside thiskind of Ain't That a Knee-Slapper: Rural Comedy in the Twentieth Century in your phone, it may
give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got
hereis fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
community. It isgood thing to have Ain't That a Knee-Slapper: Rural Comedy in the Twentieth Century
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you do
not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have thisin your hand. The



Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book and read it from currently!
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