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In American political fantasy, the Founding Fathers loom large, at once historical and mythical figures. In
The Traumatic Colonel, Michael J. Drexler and Ed White examine the Founders as imaginative fictions,
characters in the specifically literary sense, whose significance emerged from narrative elements clustered
around them. From the revolutionary era through the 1790s, the Founders took shape as a significant cultural
system for thinking about politics, race, and sexuality. Yet after 1800, amid the pressures of the Louisiana
Purchase and the Haitian Revolution, this system could no longer accommodate the deep anxieties about the
United States as a slave nation.

Drexler and White assert that the most emblematic of the political tensions of the time is the figure of Aaron
Burr, whose rise and fall were detailed in the literature of his time: his electoral tie with Thomas Jefferson in
1800, the accusations of seduction, the notorious duel with Alexander Hamilton, his machinations as the
schemer of a breakaway empire, and his spectacular treason trial. The authors venture a psychoanalytically-
informed exploration of post-revolutionary America to suggest that the figure of “Burr” was fundamentally a
displaced fantasy for addressing the Haitian Revolution. Drexler and White expose how the historical and
literary fictions of the nation’s founding served to repress the larger issue of the slave system and uncover
the Burr myth as the crux of that repression. Exploring early American novels, such as the works of Charles
Brockden Brown and Tabitha Gilman Tenney, as well as the pamphlets, polemics, tracts, and biographies of
the early republican period, the authors speculate that this flourishing of political writing illuminates the
notorious gap in U.S. literary history between 1800 and 1820.
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From reader reviews:

Eleonora Plunkett:

Within other case, little people like to read book The Traumatic Colonel: The Founding Fathers, Slavery, and
the Phantasmatic Aaron Burr (America and the Long 19th Century). You can choose the best book if you
love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of book The Traumatic Colonel:
The Founding Fathers, Slavery, and the Phantasmatic Aaron Burr (America and the Long 19th Century).
You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book as well
as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Elizabeth Cao:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly
because just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of The Traumatic Colonel: The Founding
Fathers, Slavery, and the Phantasmatic Aaron Burr (America and the Long 19th Century) to read.

Lorenzo Maskell:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Traumatic Colonel:
The Founding Fathers, Slavery, and the Phantasmatic Aaron Burr (America and the Long 19th Century) is
our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need
in this era.

Theresa Tompkins:

This The Traumatic Colonel: The Founding Fathers, Slavery, and the Phantasmatic Aaron Burr (America
and the Long 19th Century) is great guide for you because the content and that is full of information for you
who always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately
using great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can
have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core
information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Traumatic Colonel: The Founding Fathers,



Slavery, and the Phantasmatic Aaron Burr (America and the Long 19th Century) in your hand like getting
the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world
in ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there
Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?
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