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Pioneer Family is based on the recollections of Hugie and Oleta Oesterreicher, who lived in rural northeast
Florida in the early decades of the twentieth century. Northeast Florida was frontier country then, and Hugie
and Oleta were pioneers. Although the time and setting of their story are particular, the theme of survival
during hard times is universal. Born in a cypress cabin on the edge of the great Durbin Swamp located
midway between St. Augustine and Jacksonville, Hugie knew every alligator hole, every bog, every creek;
he could dry venison so it lasted without refrigeration for months, could build a potato bank that kept
potatoes warm all winter, and put down a well without machinery. He knew how to cope with rattlesnakes
and moccasins. Early one morning in 1925, Hugie fell in love with a tall, brown-eyed girl as he passed her
place on a cattle drive. He courted this girl, Oleta Brown, with no success at first, but finally they were
married in 1927.
Their daughter retells their story from vivid accounts they gave of their childhood, courtship, early years of
marriage, and struggles during the Great Depression. In an age bereft of heroes, the story of their courage,
their faith, and their commitment provides a fascinating empathy with a time that has passed; a place that has
disappeared.
 

"One can not read these stories without thinking of Marjorie Kinnan Rawling's Cross Creek. Indeed, these
stories are just as compelling. There are even Faulknerian qualities to some of the characters....The
University of Alabama Press has produced yet another excellent book on Florida. Gracefully written, it offers
one of the most compelling images of rural life in early 20th-century Florida that exists in print. It should
enjoy wide readership." --James M. Denham, Florida Southern College, in The Florida Historical Quarterly
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Evans:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Pioneer Family: Life on Florida's
Twentieth-Century Frontier book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in
this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Joseph Asher:

Typically the book Pioneer Family: Life on Florida's Twentieth-Century Frontier will bring you to definitely
the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Pioneer Family: Life
on Florida's Twentieth-Century Frontier is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Gale Gibbs:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a book.
It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to reading
a publication. The book Pioneer Family: Life on Florida's Twentieth-Century Frontier it is extremely good to
read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In
the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high
quality.

Kimberly Morris:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Pioneer Family: Life on
Florida's Twentieth-Century Frontier that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all
you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Pioneer Family: Life on Florida's
Twentieth-Century Frontier become your personal starter.
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