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Michelangelo, Raphael, Bramante—together these artists created some of the most glorious treasures of the
Vatican, viewed daily by thousands of tourists. But how many visitors understand the way these artworks
reflect the passions, dreams, and struggles of the popes who commissioned them? For anyone making an
artistic pilgrimage to the High Renaissance splendors of the Vatican, George L. Hersey's book is the ideal
guide.

Before starting the tour of individual works, Hersey describes how the treacherously shifting political and
religious alliances of sixteenth-century Italy, France, and Spain played themselves out in the Eternal City. He
offers vivid accounts of the lives and personalities of four popes, each a great patron of art and architecture:
Julius II, Leo X, Clement VII, and Paul III. He also tells of the complicated rebuilding and expanding of St.
Peter's, a project in which Bramante, Raphael, and Michelangelo all took part.

Having set the historical scene, Hersey then explores the Vatican's magnificent Renaissance art and
architecture. In separate chapters, organized spatially, he leads the reader through the Cortile del Belvedere
and Vatican Museums, with their impressive holdings of statuary and paintings; the richly decorated Stanze
and Logge of Raphael; and Michelangelo's Last Judgment and newly cleaned Sistine Chapel ceiling. A
fascinating final chapter entitled "The Tragedy of the Tomb" recounts the vicissitudes of Michelangelo's
projected funeral monument to Julius II.

Hersey is never content to simply identify the subject of a painting or sculpture. He gives us the story behind
the works, telling us what their particular themes signified at the time for the artist, the papacy, and the
Church. He also indicates how the art was received by contemporaries and viewed by later generations.

Generously illustrated and complete with a useful chronology, High Renaissance Art in St. Peter's and the
Vatican is a valuable reference for any traveler to Rome or lover of Italian art who has yearned for a single-
volume work more informative and stimulating than ordinary guidebooks. At the same time, Hersey's many
anecdotes and intriguing comparisons with works outside the Vatican will provide new insights even for
specialists.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Macdonald:

The book High Renaissance Art in St. Peter's and the Vatican: An Interpretive Guide can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the
great thing like a book High Renaissance Art in St. Peter's and the Vatican: An Interpretive Guide? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that,
you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book High Renaissance Art in St. Peter's and the
Vatican: An Interpretive Guide has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can look the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Loretta Faria:

The book High Renaissance Art in St. Peter's and the Vatican: An Interpretive Guide has a lot of knowledge
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book
very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Arthur Reaves:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer might be High Renaissance Art in St. Peter's and the Vatican: An Interpretive
Guide why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint
a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly direct you to pick up this book.

Nancy Soto:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like High Renaissance
Art in St. Peter's and the Vatican: An Interpretive Guide which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's see.
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