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From the time of Hippocrates to that of Louis Pasteur, the medical profession relied on plausible but almost
wholly mistaken ideas about the causes of and best treatments for infectious illness. Bleeding, purging, and
mysterious nostrums remained staple remedies, and surgeons, often wearing filthy butcher's aprons, blithely
spread infection from patient to patient. Then between 1879 and 1900 came the germ revolution. After two
decades of scientific virtuosity, outstanding feats of intellectual courage, bitter personal rivalries, and a large
dose of good fortune, doctors came to realize infectious diseases are caused by microscopic organisms. The
discovery of the germ led to safe surgery, large-scale vaccination programs, dramatic improvements in
hygiene and sanitation, and the pasteurization of dairy products. Above all, it set the stage for the emergence
of antibiotic medicine.

John Waller provides insight into twenty years in the history of medicine that profoundly changed the way
we view disease. He shows how the germ revolution was made possible not only by the risk taking and raw
ambition of several brilliant late-century pioneers, but also by the groundwork?including mistakes and near
misses?of earlier generations of scientists. Rich in human drama, The Discovery of the Germ charts how,
why, and by whom germ theory was transformed from a hotly disputed speculation to a central tenet of
modern medicine. It examines the ideas and experiments of the giants of microbiology, Louis Pasteur and
Robert Koch, as well as less well known figures such as Casimir-Joseph Davaine, Waldemar Haffkine, and
Almroth Wright.
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From reader reviews:

John Hickman:

The Discovery of the Germ: Twenty Years That Transformed the Way We Think About Disease
(Revolutions in Science) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that
straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place
every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Discovery of the Germ: Twenty Years That
Transformed the Way We Think About Disease (Revolutions in Science) although doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
one among it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Carol Pyles:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find book that need more time to be learn. The Discovery of the Germ: Twenty Years That Transformed the
Way We Think About Disease (Revolutions in Science) can be your answer because it can be read by a
person who have those short extra time problems.

David Wysocki:

The book untitled The Discovery of the Germ: Twenty Years That Transformed the Way We Think About
Disease (Revolutions in Science) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea
with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you
can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new
era of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or device,
so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open
their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Edward Davidson:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Discovery of the Germ:
Twenty Years That Transformed the Way We Think About Disease (Revolutions in Science) which is
having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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