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Since World War II, the United States has been engaged in near-constant military conflict abroad, often with
ill-defined objectives, ineffectual strategy, and uncertain benefits. In this era of limited congressional
oversight and “wars of choice,” the executive and the armed services have shared the primary responsibility
for making war. The negotiations between presidents and their generals thus grow ever more significant, and
understanding them becomes essential.

Matthew Moten traces a sweeping history of the evolving roles of civilian and military leaders in conducting
war, demonstrating how war strategy and national security policy shifted as political and military institutions
developed, and how they were shaped by leaders’ personalities. Early presidents established the principle of
military subordination to civil government, and from the Civil War to World War II the president’s role as
commander-in-chief solidified, with an increasingly professionalized military offering its counsel. But
General Douglas MacArthur’s insubordination to President Harry Truman during the Korean War put
political-military tensions on public view. Subsequent presidents selected generals who would ally
themselves with administration priorities. Military commanders in Vietnam, Iraq, and Afghanistan did just
that?and the results were poorly conceived policy and badly executed strategy.

The most effective historical collaborations between presidents and their generals were built on mutual
respect for military expertise and civilian authority, and a willingness to negotiate with candor and
competence. Upon these foundations, future soldiers and statesmen can ensure effective decision-making in
the event of war and bring us closer to the possibility of peace.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Lach:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Presidents and Their Generals:
An American History of Command in War? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside
you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion
or you have different opinion?

Velma Cain:

This Presidents and Their Generals: An American History of Command in War are usually reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this Presidents and Their Generals: An
American History of Command in War can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving
you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock
your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Presidents and Their Generals: An American
History of Command in War giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial
run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Anthony Brown:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your free
time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing
you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look for book, may be the
book untitled Presidents and Their Generals: An American History of Command in War can be very good
book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Julie Tice:

The book untitled Presidents and Their Generals: An American History of Command in War contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled
by famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition
to order it. Have a nice learn.
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