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"It was a big deal when American fashion went to Versailles. Who better than Robin Givhan to tell
this captivating story?" - Diane von Furstenberg

On November 28, 1973, the world's social elite gathered at the Palace of Versailles for an international
fashion show. By the time the curtain came down on the evening's spectacle, history had been made and the
industry had been forever transformed. This is that story.

Conceived as a fund-raiser for the restoration of King Louis XIV's palace, in the late fall of 1973, five top
American designers faced off against five top French designers in an over-the-top runway extravaganza. An
audience filled with celebrities and international jet-setters, including Princess Grace of Monaco, the
Duchess of Windsor, Paloma Picasso, and Andy Warhol, were treated to an opulent performance featuring
Liza Minnelli, Josephine Baker, and Rudolph Nureyev. What they saw would forever alter the history of
fashion.

The Americans at the Battle of Versailles- Oscar de la Renta, Bill Blass, Anne Klein, Halston, and Stephen
Burrows - showed their work against the five French designers considered the best in the world - Yves Saint
Laurent, Hubert de Givenchy, Pierre Cardin, Emanuel Ungaro, and Marc Bohan of Christian Dior. Plagued
by in-fighting, outsized egos, shoestring budgets, and innumerable technical difficulties, the American
contingent had little chance of meeting the European's exquisite and refined standards. But against all odds,
the American energy and the domination by the fearless models (ten of whom, in a groundbreaking move,
were African American) sent the audience reeling. By the end of the evening, the Americans had officially
taken their place on the world's stage, prompting a major shift in the way race, gender, sexuality, and
economics would be treated in fashion for decades to come. As the curtain came down on The Battle of
Versailles, American fashion was born; no longer would the world look to Europe to determine the stylistic
trends of the day, from here forward, American sensibility and taste would command the world's attention.

Pulitzer-Prize winning fashion journalist Robin Givhan offers a lively and meticulously well-researched
account of this unique event. The Battle of Versailles is a sharp, engaging cultural history; this intimate
examination of a single moment shows us how the world of fashion as we know it came to be.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Stover:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Battle of Versailles: The Night American Fashion
Stumbled into the Spotlight and Made History. Try to stumble through book The Battle of Versailles: The
Night American Fashion Stumbled into the Spotlight and Made History as your buddy. It means that it can
for being your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the
past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you
can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Stan Smith:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book The Battle of Versailles: The Night American Fashion
Stumbled into the Spotlight and Made History. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book.
Given that we know about how is important some sort of book The Battle of Versailles: The Night American
Fashion Stumbled into the Spotlight and Made History. You can add information and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can
use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Richard King:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of The Battle of
Versailles: The Night American Fashion Stumbled into the Spotlight and Made History to read.

Samuel Freeman:

Often the book The Battle of Versailles: The Night American Fashion Stumbled into the Spotlight and Made
History will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is
very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book The
Battle of Versailles: The Night American Fashion Stumbled into the Spotlight and Made History is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly
to read the book.
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