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Mary, Mother of the Word, became an icon for excellent communication during the English Middle Ages.
This engaging work explores the literature that established Mary as headmistress of the liberal arts and
exemplar of perfected speech. Given England's rich and extended practices of Marian piety, Georgiana
Donavin focuses her research solely on English writers, from the Anglo-Saxon period through the Late
Middle Ages. In the writings of John of Garland, John of Howden, Chaucer, Gower, Lydgate, Margery
Kempe, and several anonymous lyricists and playwrights, Donavin illuminates Mary's position as the great
teacher of trivium studies and muse of various discourses.

Scribit Mater begins with a survey of medieval English representations of the Virgin Mary as awise and
studious woman. It demonstrates how diverse authors imagined the Virgin's holy speech to be the highest
sign of her wisdom. These authors venerated Mary as a Christian Lady Rhetorica because they were taught
to read and compose by studying Marian services and hymns, they heard Mary's mellifluous speech in
renderings of the Magnificat and other popular lyrics, or they saw the Virgin Birth as the purest articulation
of the Word. They appropriated Mary's rhetorical powersin many forms: in university textbooks teaching
students to imitate the Virgin's oratory, in meditations describing the Virgin's body as a holy grammar, in
short lyrics extolling the Virgin's beautiful voice, in long narrative verse seeking the Virgin's inspiration and
illumination, and more.

While Scribit Mater highlights different medieval English understandings of the Virgin's sapient eloquence
according to class, education, and gender, it demonstrates long-standing and widespread traditions
acknowledging and celebrating the Mother's verbal prowess.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Georgiana Donavin, professor of English at Westminster College, isthe author of Incest Narratives and the
Sructure of Gower's 'Confessio Amantis' and other essays on John Gower's poetry. Along with Eve
Salisbury and Merrall L. Price, she co-edited Domestic Violence in Medieval Texts. Sheis coeditor of the
series Disputatio, and her special projects for that series include Speculum Sermonis: Interdisciplinary
Reflections on the Medieval Sermon and Romance and Rhetoric: Essaysin Honour of Dhira B. Mahoney.
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From reader reviews:
Royce Axtdll:

Often the book Scribit Mater: Mary and the Language Artsin the Literature of Medieval England has alot
info on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Donna Barragan:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friendsis thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Scribit Mater: Mary and the Language
Artsin the Literature of Medieval England, you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still
wish to missit? What kind of hang-out typeisit? Oh serioudly its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy
it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Warner Gomez:

Scribit Mater: Mary and the Language Artsin the Literature of Medieval England can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary
that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The author giving his’her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing Scribit
Mater: Mary and the Language Artsin the Literature of Medieval England however doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
among it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucia considering.

Cynthia Kipp:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find guide
that need more time to be go through. Scribit Mater: Mary and the Language Artsin the Literature of
Medieval England can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short free time
problems.
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