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Topless bars, casino gambling, needle exchange programs for drug addicts—there's no question, morality
issues remain front and center in urban politics.

Presenting a systematic analysis of culture-war issues at the local level, Elaine Sharp shows how American
cities deal with these ongoing concerns. Drawing on a sample of ten strategically chosen cities, she explains
differences in how municipalities respond to controversies surrounding sex business, abortion clinics,
legalized gambling, gay rights, and drug use. By analyzing the relative importance of subculture, economics,
and institutional arrangements in the disputes, she points the way toward richer and more complete
understanding of how different cities respond differently to these hot-button issues.

Far more than a statistical study, Morality Politicsin American Cities is a collection of fascinating stories of
real people grappling with down-to-earth issues and real-life drama—richly informative case studies that will
captivate students and interested citizens alike. Mayors, public health directors, activists, and others speak
their minds about the pros and cons of these controversies. Here are officialsin one city confronting the
Vatican over funding for abortion services, those in another battling alocal university over itsrefusal to
provide health benefits to gay partners of faculty members, and still others mounting a massive, community-
sponsored attack on topless clubs.

These stories provide detailed evidence to support classifications needed for comparing cities experience
with each of the five morality issues. They also corroborate inferences drawn from the comparisons by
showing what considerations were in play as local officials grappled with these issues. Overal, the study
shows that cultural factors usually dominate policymaking in local politics—except when specific economic
interests are at stake—and also observes that county-level governments are more important than previously
thought in terms of morality-issue decisions.

As provocative asit is informative, Morality Politics in American Cities demonstrates that such
issues—same-sex marriage, for example—are multidimensional and often difficult to resolve. Its
conclusions, however contingent, mark an important step in the ongoing process of understanding important
differences in approaches to these issues and clearly show how moral conflicts continue to define American
politics.
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From reader reviews:
Doris Anderson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent al their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Morality Politicsin
American Cities (Studiesin Government and Public Policy)? Maybe it isto get best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do
you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Bob Bartlett:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
want do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book Morality Politicsin American Cities
(Studies in Government and Public Policy). All type of book could you see on many sources. Y ou can ook
for the internet options or other social media.

Athena Thornton:

Now aday those who Living in the erajust where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How alot moreto be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Morality Politicsin American Cities (Studies
in Government and Public Poalicy) book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Ronald Folk:

This book untitled Morality Politicsin American Cities (Studies in Government and Public Policy) to be one
of several books that will best seller in thisyear, that is because when you read this guide you can get alot of
benefit into it. Y ou will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it through online.
The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read
this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.
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