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In the middle of the twentieth century, American Lutherans were newsworthy enough to find themselves on
the cover of Time magazine. Their claim to fame? In an era when American churches were beginning to ook
and act alike, Lutherans' strong confessional nature and stress on theology as well as their liturgy and
ethnicity set them apart. They were "Protestants with a difference” at a time when differences were supposed
to be dissolving in the American melting pot.

Subsequent years have posed serious questions to Lutheran identity, as disputes about the true nature of

L utheranism and the meaning of the Lutheran confessions, the structure of ministry, ecumenism, sexuality,
and multiculturalism have all |eft their mark on Lutheran denominations. In Lutherans Today several
historians, socia scientists, journalists, and other leading experts map out the place of Lutheranism in the
landscape of contemporary American Christianity and explore the directionsin which it is heading in the
new millennium.

Presenting new and original research, the book is divided into two sections. The first examines change and
movements within American Lutheranism. Distinguished church historian Mark Noll here sets the scene by
arguing that the predicament of American Lutheranism has aways been the struggle to remain faithful to the
enduring witness of the European Reformation while also accommodating itself to the democratic pluralism
of the New World. Six other chapters discuss the Missouri Synod, the "L utheran Left," the Called to
Common Mission agreement, the evangelical catholic movement within Lutheranism, the rise of
"megachurches,” and Lutheran charismatics.

The second section considers trends and issues related to Lutheran identity, including politics and the
pastorate, the impact of immigration and multiculturalism, the loss of Lutheran identity at L utheran colleges
and universities, and conflicting patterns of commitment among L utheran youth.

Asawhole, Lutherans Today will be valuable not only to al Lutherans but also to those interested in the
development and current state of religiouslifein America
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From reader reviews:
Janice Nolan:

The book Lutherans Today: American Lutheran Identity in the Twenty-First Century can give more
knowledge and al so the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a
very important thing like a book Lutherans Today: American Lutheran Identity in the Twenty-First Century?
Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many factsfor us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that,
you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Lutherans Today: American Lutheran
I dentity in the Twenty-First Century has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function
for you. Y ou can search the enormous world by wide open and read areserve. So it is very wonderful.

James Pickett:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for awhileis
reading. Y es, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Lutherans Today: American
Lutheran Identity in the Twenty-First Century book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Kirk Thomas;

The book Lutherans Today: American Lutheran Identity in the Twenty-First Century will bring you to the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the ideais very unique. In the
event you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Lutherans Today: American
Lutheran Identity in the Twenty-First Century is much recommended to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-
book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Steven Miller:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to year. Aswe know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around
the world. By book Lutherans Today: American Lutheran Identity in the Twenty-First Century we can take
more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your
life by this book Lutherans Today: American Lutheran Identity in the Twenty-First Century. Y ou can more
attractive than now.
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