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In this landmark book, Daniel Crofts examines a little-known episode in the most celebrated aspect of
Abraham Lincoln's life: his role as the "Great Emancipator." Lincoln always hated slavery, but he also
believed it to be legal where it already existed, and he never imagined fighting a war to end it. In 1861, as
part of a last-ditch effort to preserve the Union and prevent war, the new president even offered to accept a
constitutional amendment that barred Congress from interfering with slavery in the slave states. Lincoln
made this key overture in his first inaugural address.

Crofts unearths the hidden history and political maneuvering behind the stillborn attempt to enact this
amendment, the polar opposite of the actual Thirteenth Amendment of 1865 that ended slavery. This
compelling book sheds light on an overlooked element of Lincoln's statecraft and presents a relentlessly
honest portrayal of America's most admired president. Crofts rejects the view advanced by some Lincoln
scholars that the wartime momentum toward emancipation originated well before the first shots were fired.
Lincoln did indeed become the "Great Emancipator," but he had no such intention when he first took office.
Only amid the crucible of combat did the war to save the Union become a war for freedom.
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From reader reviews:

Antonia Wagner:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for us. The book Lincoln and the Politics of Slavery: The Other Thirteenth
Amendment and the Struggle to Save the Union (Documentary Arts and Culture, Published in ... for
Documentary Studies at Duke University) was making you to know about other expertise and of course you
can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book Lincoln and the Politics of Slavery:
The Other Thirteenth Amendment and the Struggle to Save the Union (Documentary Arts and Culture,
Published in ... for Documentary Studies at Duke University) is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also to get your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read
your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Lincoln and the Politics of Slavery: The Other
Thirteenth Amendment and the Struggle to Save the Union (Documentary Arts and Culture, Published in ...
for Documentary Studies at Duke University). You never sense lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Omar Stewart:

The knowledge that you get from Lincoln and the Politics of Slavery: The Other Thirteenth Amendment and
the Struggle to Save the Union (Documentary Arts and Culture, Published in ... for Documentary Studies at
Duke University) is a more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Lincoln and the Politics of
Slavery: The Other Thirteenth Amendment and the Struggle to Save the Union (Documentary Arts and
Culture, Published in ... for Documentary Studies at Duke University) giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who
read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We propose you for having that Lincoln and the Politics of Slavery: The Other Thirteenth
Amendment and the Struggle to Save the Union (Documentary Arts and Culture, Published in ... for
Documentary Studies at Duke University) instantly.

Ashley Davis:

Beside this kind of Lincoln and the Politics of Slavery: The Other Thirteenth Amendment and the Struggle to
Save the Union (Documentary Arts and Culture, Published in ... for Documentary Studies at Duke
University) in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you
feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Lincoln and the Politics of
Slavery: The Other Thirteenth Amendment and the Struggle to Save the Union (Documentary Arts and
Culture, Published in ... for Documentary Studies at Duke University) because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh
come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be



questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and read
it from currently!

Sean Martinez:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Lincoln and the Politics of Slavery: The Other
Thirteenth Amendment and the Struggle to Save the Union (Documentary Arts and Culture, Published in ...
for Documentary Studies at Duke University) can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know.
You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity.
So what these books have than the others?
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