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Seamus Heaney, Denis Donoghue, William Pritchard, Marilyn Butler, Harold Bloom, and many others have
praised Helen Vendler as one of the most attentive readers of poetry. Here, Vendler turns her illuminating
skills as a critic to 150 selected poems of Emily Dickinson. As she did in The Art of Shakespeare’s Sonnets,
she serves as an incomparable guide, considering both stylistic and imaginative features of the poems.

In selecting these poems for commentary Vendler chooses to exhibit many aspects of Dickinson’s work as a
poet, “from her first-person poems to the poems of grand abstraction, from her ecstatic verses to her
unparalleled depictions of emotional numbness, from her comic anecdotes to her painful poems of
aftermath.” Included here are many expected favorites as well as more complex and less often anthologized
poems. Taken together, Vendler’s selection reveals Emily Dickinson’s development as a poet, her
astonishing range, and her revelation of what Wordsworth called “the history and science of feeling.”

In accompanying commentaries Vendler offers a deeper acquaintance with Dickinson the writer, “the
inventive conceiver and linguistic shaper of her perennial themes.” All of Dickinson’s preoccupations?death,
religion, love, the natural world, the nature of thought?are explored here in detail, but Vendler always takes
care to emphasize the poet’s startling imagination and the ingenuity of her linguistic invention. Whether
exploring less familiar poems or favorites we thought we knew, Vendler reveals Dickinson as “a master” of a
revolutionary verse-language of immediacy and power. Dickinson: Selected Poems and Commentaries will
be an indispensable reference work for students of Dickinson and readers of lyric poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Marcus Leiva:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Dickinson: Selected Poems and Commentaries. Try to face the
book Dickinson: Selected Poems and Commentaries as your good friend. It means that it can to become your
friend when you really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know anything
by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Tod Espitia:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question
mainly because just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Dickinson: Selected Poems and
Commentaries to read.

Terri Wiggins:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Dickinson: Selected Poems and
Commentaries that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for all
of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your
good habit, you could pick Dickinson: Selected Poems and Commentaries become your personal starter.

Anna Brooks:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of
news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Dickinson: Selected Poems and Commentaries when you necessary it?
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