
Broken Trust: Dysfunctional Government and
Constitutional Reform (Constitutional Thinking)

Stephen M. Griffin

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0700621229
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0700621229
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0700621229


Broken Trust: Dysfunctional Government and Constitutional
Reform (Constitutional Thinking)

Stephen M. Griffin

Broken Trust: Dysfunctional Government and Constitutional Reform (Constitutional Thinking)
Stephen M. Griffin
Variously and roundly perceived as gridlocked, incompetent, irresponsible, and corrupt, American
government commands less respect and trust today than perhaps at any time in the nation's history. But the
dysfunction in government that we like so little, along with the policy disasters it engenders, is in fact a
product of that deep and persistent distrust, Stephen M. Griffin contends in Broken Trust, an accessible work
of constitutional theory and history with profound implications for our troubled political system.

Undertaken with a deep concern about the way our government is performing, Broken Trust makes use of
the debate over dysfunctional government to uncover significant flaws in the conventional wisdom as to how
the Constitution works. Indeed, although Americans strongly believe that our government is dysfunctional,
they are just as firmly convinced that the Constitution still works well. Griffin questions this conviction by
examining how recent policy disasters—such as the 9/11 terrorist attacks, the response to Hurricane Katrina,
and the 2008 financial crisis—are linked to our constitutional system. This leads him to pose the question of
whether the government institutions we have inherited from the eighteenth century are poor fits for
contemporary times.

Griffin argues that understanding the decline of trust in government requires investigating the historical
circumstances of the last several decades as well as the constitutional experience of the states. In particular,
he examines “hybrid democracy,” the form of constitutionalism prevailing in California and other western
states that combines Madisonian-style representative government with direct democracy. Hybrid democracy
offers valuable lessons relevant to our contemporary difficulties with dysfunctional government at the
national level. These lessons underpin the agenda for reform that Griffin then proposes, emphasizing
democratic innovations aimed at producing both more effective government and greater trust in our political
institutions. Building on a better understanding of the sources and consequences of government dysfunction,
his book holds genuine hope, as well as practical possibilities, for the repair of our broken political and
constitutional system.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Michael:

The book untitled Broken Trust: Dysfunctional Government and Constitutional Reform (Constitutional
Thinking) is the reserve that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content
that will be shown to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information
that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Broken Trust: Dysfunctional
Government and Constitutional Reform (Constitutional Thinking) from the publisher to make you more
enjoy free time.

Judith Roemer:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Broken Trust: Dysfunctional Government
and Constitutional Reform (Constitutional Thinking) book written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation
Broken Trust: Dysfunctional Government and Constitutional Reform (Constitutional Thinking) as good book
not just by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do
you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Dennis Bryant:

Beside this Broken Trust: Dysfunctional Government and Constitutional Reform (Constitutional Thinking)
in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an
outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Broken Trust: Dysfunctional Government and
Constitutional Reform (Constitutional Thinking) because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not
happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from at
this point!

Maurice Neely:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's heart or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go
to presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for



yourself. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. So , this Broken Trust: Dysfunctional Government and Constitutional Reform
(Constitutional Thinking) can make you feel more interested to read.
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