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The subject of women as skilled workers in the eighteenth century is central to our understanding of the
history of work and technology in the preindustrial age. While recent scholarship has dispelled the notion
that women did not enter the workforce until the Industrial Revolution, debate continues as to the extent to
which women actually participated in skilled work in the preceding decades. This book draws upon
substantial archival research in Rouen, Lyon, and Paris to show that while the vast majority of working
women in eighteenth-century France labored at unskilled, low-paying jobs, it was not at all unusual for
women to be actively engaged in economic activities as workers, managers, and merchants. Some even
developed vertically integrated wholesale and retail businesses, while others became indispensable to
manufacturers through their technical skill. In fact, Hafter documents how certain women guild masters were
able to exploit the legal system to achieve considerable economic independence, power, wealth, and legal
parity with male masters. She also shows how gender politics complicated the day-to-day experience of these
working women.
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From reader reviews:

Alejandro Jones:

The actual book Women at Work in Preindustrial France will bring you to the new experience of reading
some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to
read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Women at Work in Preindustrial France is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Scarlet Rome:

The e-book with title Women at Work in Preindustrial France contains a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new information the information
that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to
understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Martina White:

The particular book Women at Work in Preindustrial France has a lot of information on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes
some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
reading this article book.

Clark Palumbo:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Women at Work in Preindustrial France can make you feel more
interested to read.
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