
"The Most Dangerous Moment of the War":
Japan's Attack on the Indian Ocean, 1942

John Clancy

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1612003346
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1612003346
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1612003346


"The Most Dangerous Moment of the War": Japan's Attack
on the Indian Ocean, 1942

John Clancy

"The Most Dangerous Moment of the War": Japan's Attack on the Indian Ocean, 1942 John Clancy
In early April 1942, a little-known episode of World War II took place, said by Sir Winston Churchill to be
“the most dangerous moment of the war,” when the Japanese made their only major offensive westwards into
the Indian Ocean. Historian Sir Arthur Bryant said, “A Japanese naval victory in April 1942 would have
given Japan total control of the Indian Ocean, isolated the Middle East and brought down the Churchill
government.”

War in the Far East had erupted with the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, followed in
succession by Japanese drives on the Philippines, Indochina, the Java Sea and Singapore. Seemingly
unstoppable, the Japanese now had a vast new empire, and having crippled the American fleet at Pearl
Harbor, turned their sights on the British Eastern Fleet based at Ceylon. Occupation of Ceylon (now Sri
Lanka) would not only provide the Japanese a springboard into India but control of the essential convoy
routes to Europe and the Western Desert. And aside from the British Eastern Fleet, the Indian Ocean lay
undefended.

So far the Japanese had suffered no significant losses and the question on everyone’s lips was how soon the
enemy would appear off India. In April 1942 a Japanese fleet led by six aircraft carriers, four battleships and
30 other ships sailed into the Bay of Bengal. After the war Churchill said that potential disaster was averted
by the actions of one pilot, Squadron Leader L.J. Birchall, who in his Catalina flying boat spotted the
Japanese warships massing some 350 miles from Ceylon. He was shot down by a Japanese Zero but not
before sending a brief radio message back to his base. This gave the island’s defense forces time to prepare.

In the ferocious battles that followed, the British lost a carrier, two heavy cruisers and many other ships;
however, the Japanese eventually turned back, never to sail against India again. John Clancy, whose father
survived the sinking of HMS Cornwall during the battle, tells the story of this dramatic but little known
campaign in which a major Allied catastrophe was only narrowly averted.

REVIEWS

‘John Clancy masterfully combines the strategic overview, the tactical decision making and many personal
experiences to bring this episode of the war to life.’
WW2 Today

The kind of story you'd find in illustrated form in one of the 1960s boys' comics such as Warlord, or
Commando. Absolutely enthralling
.Books Monthly UK
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From reader reviews:

Olga Noone:

This "The Most Dangerous Moment of the War": Japan's Attack on the Indian Ocean, 1942 book is not really
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual
read a lot of information you will get. That "The Most Dangerous Moment of the War": Japan's Attack on
the Indian Ocean, 1942 without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't be worry "The Most Dangerous Moment of the War": Japan's Attack on the Indian Ocean,
1942 can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because
you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This "The Most Dangerous Moment of the War":
Japan's Attack on the Indian Ocean, 1942 having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Alicia Wescott:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
whole day to reading a publication. The book "The Most Dangerous Moment of the War": Japan's Attack on
the Indian Ocean, 1942 it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book.
These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you
can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is
not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Myrtle Hamer:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book "The Most Dangerous Moment of the War":
Japan's Attack on the Indian Ocean, 1942 was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book "The Most Dangerous Moment of the War": Japan's Attack on the Indian Ocean, 1942 has
many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and
think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.

Ann Strickland:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. With this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add



your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the "The Most Dangerous Moment of the War": Japan's Attack on the Indian Ocean, 1942
when you required it?
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