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Ngecha is the monumental and intimate study of modernization and nationalization in rural Africa in the
early years following Kenyan independence in 1963, as experienced by the people of Ngecha, a village
outside Nairobi. From 1968 to 1973 Ngecha was a research site of the Child Development Research Unit, a
team that brought together Kenyan and non-Kenyan social scientists under the leadership of John Whiting
and Beatrice Blyth Whiting.

The study documents how families adapted to changing opportunities and conditions as their former colony
became a modern nation, and the key role that women played as agents of change as they became small-scale
cash-crop farmers and entrepreneurs. Mothers modified the culture of their parents to meet the evolving
national economy, and they participated in the shift from an agrarian to a wage economy in ways that
transformed their workloads and perceptions of isolation and individualism within and between households,
thereby challenging traditional family-based morals and obligations. Their children, in turn, experienced
evolving educational practices and achievement expectations. The elders faced new situations as well as new
modes of treatment. Completing this valuable record of a nation in transition are the long-term reassessments
of the observations and conclusions of the research team, and a description of Ngecha today as viewed by
Kenyans who participated in the original study.
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From reader reviews:

Marvin Perdue:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Ngecha: A Kenyan Village in a Time of
Rapid Social Change will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with
you?

Brian Price:

The experience that you get from Ngecha: A Kenyan Village in a Time of Rapid Social Change is a more
deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Ngecha: A Kenyan Village in a Time of Rapid Social Change
giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can
go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that Ngecha: A
Kenyan Village in a Time of Rapid Social Change instantly.

Henry Knight:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Ngecha: A Kenyan Village in
a Time of Rapid Social Change which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Carolyn Scott:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social similar
to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to find
the Ngecha: A Kenyan Village in a Time of Rapid Social Change when you needed it?
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